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TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT
TICKETSPLEASE.CA

Tickets
Please

SELLING TICKETS?
Concerts • Plays • Festivals

WE CAN HELP!
Setup • Support • Promotion

The Perils of Persephone
presented by
Studio Theatre Perth
June 20–30

Lonesome George
presented by Culture 22
Sivarularasa Gallery, Almonte
June 29

Climate Network Lanark
Free Workshops
Registration required
June 8 & 20

Short Story Writing 101
with Cian Cruise
Almonte Readers & Writers
June 20 & 27

Summer Solstice Dinner
4-course dinner
Stonefields Estate
June 20

Brock Zeman
Art House Music Series
CP Gallery, Carleton Place
June 27

CR5 Bluegrass
Live! @ the Library
Almonte Library
June 2

Campbell
& Johnston
Oakfield Rugby Park, Perth
June 5

CP Gallery Workshops
and Creative Classes
CP Gallery, Carleton Place

Ali McCormick
Restorative Justice Concert Series
Ferguson Falls Community Centre
June 7

Heart Broken
Tribute to Tom Petty
Farrell Hall, Perth
June 8

Fred Eaglesmith
** SOLD OUT **
Carleton Place Town Hall
June 8

The Ragged Flowers
** SOLD OUT **
Cedar Hill School House
June 15 & 16

The Wanted
presented by
MERA Schoolhouse
June 9

Duo Cecilia
presented by
MERA Schoolhouse
June 23

Art in the Garden
presented by
Kiwi Gardens
June 14–16

In Conversation with
Margaret Macpherson
Almonte Readers & Writers
June 12

Evenchick and Hucul present
This Is My Story
First Unitarian, Ottawa
June 2
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237 Borden Road
Mississippi Mills ON K7C 3P1
Phone: (613) 256–5081

Editor:
Kris Riendeau
editor@thehumm.com

Layout and Design:
Rob Riendeau
rob@thehumm.com

Advertising/Promotions:
Kris Riendeau: (613) 256–5081
kris@thehumm.com

Calendar Submissions:
calendar@thehumm.com

theHumm is a monthly arts, enter-
tainment and ideas newspaper de-
livered free to businesses and visitor 
attractions in Almonte, Perth, Car-
leton Place, Westport, Pakenham, 
Carp, Arnprior, Smiths Falls, Burn-
stown, White Lake, Balderson, and 
Ottawa. Our mandate is to connect 
and promote people and events in 
the small towns and rural commu-
nities of the Ottawa Valley — where 
the arts flourish and entertaining 
characters run amok!

Submissions
By email or on disk. 

Content Deadline:
20th of the month prior to publication

Advertising Deadline:
22nd of the month prior to publication

Subscriptions
cost $40 (includes HST) for one 
year (12 issues). Send a cheque 
with your name and address to:
theHumm: 237 Borden Road
Mississippi Mills ON K7C 3P1

Opinions and information pub-
lished in theHumm in letters, press 
releases, or individual columns do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion 
of this newspaper.

All writing, artwork, and pho-
tographs published in theHumm 
are copyright to the author, or to 
theHumm in the case where no 
author is specified. Reprinting any 
content without permission vio-
lates copyright and is prohibited. If 
you enjoy something, let us know 
and we’ll pass it on to the author 
or artist though!

Subscribe to Hummail 
— it’s Free!

Do you know about our weekly 
e-newsletter called “Hummail”? 
We use it to further promote 
independent local performers, 
creators, businesses and com-
munity initiatives. It’s also a great 
reminder of what’s coming up on 
the weekend, in case someone has 
stolen your copy of theHumm…

So far we have sent out over 200 
editions of Hummail, and we have 
almost 2000 subscribers.

We would love it if you would 
subscribe too, and we promise 
not to share your email address 
with anyone. You can subscribe at 
<thehumm.com>, or by emailing 
<kris@thehumm.com>.

Ralph Bretzlaff of Pakenham, catching up on the news while 
waiting to do a stage for his family team in the 2023 Kluane 
Chilkat International Bike Relay. The 238km ride starts in 
the Yukon, goes through the Coastal Mountains in British 
Colombia and ends with a Salmon Bake in Alaska.
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By Glenda Jones
Here’s your chance to stock up on exclusive offers for summer and 
beyond! The Friends of the Mississippi Mills Public Library online auction 
opens for bidding on June 10 with over 70 items of fun, fashion, food and 
favourites. It’s an Auction Concoction with a difference, something for 
everyone whether you need a refill of dog treats, an evening of classical 
music, a new outfit, or a simply a sit-down at a local brewery. 

Go to <32auctions.com/FMMPL2024> to register and start bidding 
for your favourite items from June 10–21. Beware though — bidding is 
fast and furious, so you’ll want to visit the site often. The Friends of the 
Library will contact winners with pick-up instructions as soon as the 
final auction hammer falls. 

The Friends are grateful to the businesses and individuals who are 
contributing to the success of this auction. Their generosity supports 
programs for everyone in the community, making the library a hub of 
activity year-round. Treat yourself, and be part of this dynamic project!   

Friends of the Mississippi 
Mills Library Auction
A Summer Supply of Fabulous Fours



Garden Showing
for Ukraine

15 Carmichael
Sideroad,

Braeside ON

Location:

1:00 - 5:00 P.M.

Sat. June 8th
(rain date Sun.

June 9th)

Talk to people from Ukraine

Sample Ukrainian Food

Listen to music in the gazebo

The Moore Garden will be open to the public to
raise funds for Ukraine

Tour the extensive

gardens, enjoy the colour

and scent of Spring

Donate to help the people of Ukraine

Proceeds will be donated to the Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal&

Tax receipts will be provided
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Seven years ago while on holiday in Mexico 
with her artist husband Richard Gill, Burns-
town gallery owner and entrepreneur Cheryl 
Babineau decided to try her hand at painting 
bird portraits. She borrowed Richard’s acrylic 
paints and painted her favourite subject — a 
pelican in flight.

It was an epiphany, and an artist took flight. 
Babineau’s portraits of birds reflect her enduring 
beguilement with them. At her gallery website at 
<burnstown.ca/bittersweet> she enthuses: “The fleet-
ing glimpse of a bird fascinates so many of us — their 
song a soothing symphony. For me, their boundless 
beauty, endless gestures and postures compel my 
attempts to capture it with paint on canvas…”

Pelicans in particular appeal to her, with 
their stocky bodies and ridiculous beaks and 
incredible ability to achieve aerodynamic grace 
and maneuverability. It remains a matter of 
astonishment coupled with pride that her very 
first painting (of a pelican, of course) was her 
first sale. She also cherishes Richard’s spon-
taneous reaction to her first effort. When she 
presented it to him, he exclaimed, “Oh my god! 
You’re an artist!”

It certainly has been an asset having an ac-
complished artist as a partner (we first featured 
Richard in July of 2001). When on holiday 
and deprived of his wood-fired clay sculpting 
kiln, Gill satisfies his artistic inclination by 
painting. In addition to having a ready source 
of excellent art supplies, Cheryl cites her ap-
preciation for his early tips on mixing colours and his 
enthusiasm for her progress. Together they produced 
so much artwork during her first holiday of painting 
that the local inhabitants offered to put on a show as 
a fundraiser for education. She was thrilled when it 
practically sold out, and she has never turned back.

The paintings of Georgia O’Keeffe particularly 
appeal to Babineau, and she strives for organic, fluid 
shapes — a form of bird impressionism. Bird photogra-
phers are always curious about the images painters use 
for reference in their artworks, so I was intrigued when 
Cheryl mentioned that a favourite resource is online 
nature videos. Using screen capture techniques, she 
is able to track her avian subjects in flight and choose 
the exact pose that catches her aesthetic fancy. Her 
predilection for gesture and atmosphere distinguishes 
her portraits of our feathered friends, and has become 
her trademark. Her portfolio runs the gamut from 
flamingos to hummingbirds, and her paintings sell 
regularly among the other treasures available at her 
Bittersweet Fine Craft and Art Gallery. Lately she 
has begun branching out with different subjects and 
dipping her brushes in watercolour paints; it will be 
interesting to watch her progression.

Cultural Osmosis
Many of theHumm’s readers are aficionados of the 
alluring art destination Cheryl and Richard have es-
tablished in Burnstown. Over the past twenty years 
they have combined their respective artistic ventures 
to create Cheryl’s Bittersweet Fine Craft and Art 

by Sally Hansen
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l Cheryl Babineau — 
An Artist Takes Flight

Gallery and Richard’s Fog Run Studio. At Bittersweet, 
Cheryl curates and represents over fifty Canadian 
artists, many of whom she discovered and lured into 
the Valley for the first time.

Resourcefulness is her trademark. A Valley girl 
through and through, Cheryl got off to a challenging 
start as an unwed teenage mom in Arnprior. She is 
grateful to the Salvation Army’s Bethany Home for the 
support and tutoring that enabled her to complete high 
school. After entry level banking jobs, she wangled 
a part-time job in a liquor store and soon discovered 
what a male domain it was. Undaunted, she eventually 
worked her way into becoming the acting manager of 
a small LCBO store in Calabogie. There, after study-
ing the operations manual, she landed a permanent 
position in the Renfrew LCBO store and later became 
the assistant manager in Arnprior.

“Ballsy” is another word for the secret to her ad-
vancement. Motivated after being chastised for recom-
mending a particular wine to a customer, Babineau 
was invited by LCBO to participate in a committee 
to brainstorm ideas to improve customer service 
in a socially responsible manner. She went further, 
recommending a publication similar to the popular 
PC® Insiders Report to satisfy patrons’ thirst for in-
formation about what they were drinking. The LCBO 
Food and Drink publication is still available today. 
Out of that committee a product knowledge course 
was developed for staff, which she took advantage of. 
After a permanent position in Renfrew, she became 
the assistant manager in Arnprior.

Her persistence and ingenuity paid off, and given 
her interest in product knowledge, she was eventually 
offered a management position at Vintages in the 
Byward Market. There her role included providing 
advice to embassies for special occasions. Along the 
way she developed great respect for the makers of 
fine wines.

She carried her admiration for makers of fine crafts 
into other artistic spheres as well, and had been enjoy-
ing Richard Gill’s annual clay sculpture shows. In true 
resourceful fashion she approached him with an offer 
to enhance his annual sculpture show by complement-
ing his stunning art with a wine and cheese opening, 
and decorations that featured the local bittersweet 
vines. The rest, as they say, is history.

Gill’s sales doubled that year, and the twosome 
decided to explore further joint business opportuni-

ties. Weary of the middle management bureaucracy at the LCBO, Cheryl 
took a year’s unpaid leave to expand Bittersweet Gallery, located with 
Gill’s clay sculpture workshop in Burnstown. Shamelessly name drop-
ping her association with the renowned sculptor, she was amazed at her 

success in attracting a wonderful coterie of artisans, both locally 
and further afield. The gallery represents several Valley artisans 
whose Artist Trading Cards have appeared in theHumm, including 
Jack Stekelenburg, Tamara Campbell, and the late Hugh Malcom. 
Another popular artisan is Quebec jeweller Anne-Marie Chagnon.

The couple recently decided to retire while they still enjoy both 
life and artistic creativity. They have put Bittersweet Gallery and Fog 
Run Studio up for sale. They and the local community are hoping 
a new entrepreneurial soul will take up where they have thrived 
for over a quarter of a century. Cheryl and Richard will wish them 
well from their home across the driveway where she will be paint-
ing and he will be sculpting (when they are not travelling to other 
wonderful art hot spots). theHumm wishes them both the very best.

Check the back of Cheryl’s Artist Trading Card for coordinates, 
and rush out to Bittersweet Gallery to pick up a Babineau bird 
portrait or landscape, and take advantage of the other fabulous 
closing bargains. Better yet, find a buyer for this beloved fine arts 
and crafts Valley venue!

A R T I S T  T R A D I N G  C A R D

T H E  H U M M



Music in the Barn
Sherman Downey

June 22
2pm

Celebrate the Summer
Solstice with upbeat

east-coast tunes

$25

Get tickets at
farmgatecider.ca

Need ‘em… need ‘em… got ‘em…
Cl ip and save the Artist Trading Card

A l l the coo l k ids do it!
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The Downtown Heritage Perth BIA and Stewart 
Park Festival will present a Motown Dance Party 
at the Crystal Palace on June 8, featuring music by 
HEATWAVE.

You heard it through the grapevine and it’s true! 
The eleven-piece band will be bringing their tribute to 
the Motown sound and have you movin’ and groovin’ 
into the night! Get ready to dance to your favourite 
hits from the Supremes, Stevie Wonder, Smokey 
Robinson, Marvin Gaye and many more!

The Motown Dance Party will be a night of dancing 
and drinks, with doors opening at 7:30pm. Grab a bite 
on-site at Duffers Chip Wagon and a cold beverage 
from Perth Brewery or Top Shelf Distillers. Enjoy 

Motown Dance Party
A Fundraiser for Perth’s Stewart Park Festival

Submitted by The Inclusion Project in Mississippi Mills
The Mississippi Mills Inclusion Project, in partner-
ship with Mississippi Mills Bicycle Month and the 
Municipality of Mississippi Mills, is delighted to invite 
you to our next exciting event: a Multicultural Potluck 
on Mill Street! On Friday, June 28 from 5–9pm the 
lower section of Mill Street in Almonte will be closed 
to vehicular traffic and we will enjoy a community 
potluck dinner in the middle of the street

Please bring a favourite food or a dish from your 
culture to share. Together we’ll enjoy a family-friendly 
evening of food, music and entertainment celebrating 
our diverse and inclusive multicultural community!

yourself inside the Crystal Palace or outside along 
the beautiful Tay basin.

Tickets are $30 each and available for purchase from 
<downtownperthbia.ca> in advance or at the door.

This fundraising concert is in support of the 2024 
Stewart Park Festival and is brought to you by spon-
sors TD Bank Group, Perth Brewery, and Top Shelf 
Distillers. It will follow a fun-filled day of free activities 
brought to you by the Downtown Heritage Perth BIA.

The Stewart Park Festival is a three-day, by-dona-
tion music festival taking place from July 19–21. Keep 
in the loop on all Stewart Park Festival announcements 
by following them on Instagram and Facebook, and 
by signing up for their newsletter.

A Multicultural Potluck
on Mill Street

The Potluck will open with Indigenous prayer, 
smudging and drumming, and include a Bhangra 
dance performance and African drumming and dance. 
Local act Kentucky will also be performing.

Please bring your own dishes and cutlery. 
To bring a dish to the potluck, please email 

<inclusionprojectmm@gmail.com> (this is a health 
unit requirement and means anyone who attends will 
have dietary information if needed).

If you would like to volunteer to help with the 
potluck, we would love to have your assistance — 
please let us know.

We look forward to seeing you on Friday, June 28!

Dance the night away to the fabulous Motown sounds of HEATWAVE!

WHO Cheryl Babineau

WHAT Watercolour and Acrylic Paintings

WHERE Bittersweet Fine Craft & Art Gallery, 5 Leckie Lane, 
Burnstown; 

 bittersweetartandcraft@gmail.com; 432–5254; 
<burnstown.ca/bittersweet>; 
<facebook.com/burnstown.ca> 

WHEN Until June 30 at Bittersweet Gallery; after that by 
appointment

 WHY “To quote Pablo Picasso: ‘Art washes away from the 
soul the dust of everyday life.’”

A R T I S T  T R A D I N G  C A R D

T H E  H U M M



14 Mill Street, Almonte

613.461.2000
open 7 days a week

Gifts That
Dads

Really
Want

Gifts That
Dads

Really
Want
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By Sue Evans
What does reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
peoples look like? For many settlers, this can be confusing or perhaps even 
unknown terrain. For most Canadians there is so 
much to learn about the history of colonization and 
how it lives on today. However, one practical action 
that we can all do to begin taking responsibility and 
restoring trust and friendship between us in our own 
area, is to come together in a spirit of learning and 
celebration. In fact, the more we do this, the more 
we will be able to transform systems because we will 
learn firsthand the impact that systemic injustices 
are having or have had on Indigenous families. 

The Summer Solstice, the longest day of the year, 
has long been celebrated by many First Nations and 
Métis as the beginning of summer — the arrival of 
warm weather and long hours of light. It is a day 
with spiritual and cultural significance. “It symbol-
izes a new season of life, a chance to start fresh and 
leave past burdens behind,” (MLT Aikins, 2022). The 
summer solstice also happens during National In-
digenous History Month and on the eve of National 
Indigenous Peoples Day. 

Mississippi Mills All My Relations (MMAMR) 
is a group of community members who recognize 
that we all have a responsibility to help restore what 
was once a relationship of trust and friendship between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous peoples in our country. This year MMAMR is partnering 

Celebrating Summer Solstice
with Mississippi Mills to host a Summer Solstice celebration bringing 
together Indigenous and non-Indigenous people. 

This celebration, open to everyone in the community, will include 
Indigenous ceremony, music, jingle dancing, crafts, 
Inuit games and songs by Almonte’s Rhythm and 
Song Community Choir. 

Do you have something to contribute? We want 
to hear from you. We are hoping that some musi-
cians from our community, both Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous, might bring a song or two that 
celebrates summer solstice and/or mother earth. 
We are also looking for vendors of crafts and finger 
foods that are produced honouring mother earth. 

If you are interested in participating, please 
email <info@mmallmyrelations.ca> and tell us 
about what contribution you would like to make 
to this celebration. Join us on Thursday, June 20 in 
Almonte’s Riverfront Park beginning at 6:30pm. 
An alternative indoor location will be available in 
the event of rain. Learn about the dance, music, 
food and rituals of Indigenous peoples and have 
fun celebrating the longest day of the year together. 
You’ll also have the chance to explore the Seven 
Gifts project that MMAMR completed last year in 
Riverside Park with Indigenous artists, elders, and 
knowledge keepers.

Miigwetch, Maarsi, Qujannamiik, Thank you.
— Sue Evans is the coordinator of Mississippi Mills All My Relations

Mississippi Mills All My Relations invites the public to a memorial 
installation ceremony to honour Murdered and Missing Indigenous 
Women, Girls and 2SLGBTQQTIA+ people as part of The Canadian 
Library. It will take place on Saturday, June 15 at 1pm at the Mississippi 
Valley Textile Museum.

The Canadian Library is a country-wide, community-engaged initia-
tive to create a permanent art memorial of 8000 books as testament to 
the lives lost and the grief suffered by their loved ones. Books wrapped 
in Indigenous-designed fabrics with gold-lettered names on the spines 
are a powerful way to hold space and remember. Some books will remain 
nameless to represent those who may never have a chance to tell their story. 

For the past several months, the Mississippi Mills community has 
been actively participating in the Canadian Library initiative. Over 100 
individuals, including 32 high school students, attended gatherings to 
reflect, learn, acknowledge, and respectfully cover books. Shop windows, 
libraries and the high school displayed the books with an explanatory 
poster. The continuous support and thoughtful feedback represent the 
community’s willingness and shared commitment to truth and recon-
ciliation. 

The June 15 memorial installation is an opportunity for us to join as 
one community, Indigenous and non-Indigenous, to commemorate and 
to hold space for MMIWG and 2SLGBTQQTIA+ people. This tragedy 
is a loss for all of us. Together we will honour, we will grieve, and we will 
move towards healing.

Memorial Installation Ceremony
Honouring Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women, Girls and 2SLGBTQQTIA+ 

Elder Barb Brant, Mohawk, Turtle Clan will lead the ceremony, with 
Knowledge Keeper Dylan Jenkins. Tony Belcourt, Métis Knowledge 
Keeper and Elder, and Mayor Christa Lowry will provide welcoming 
addresses. We will read and honour each name represented on the books.

Seating capacity is 75. Please register at <June15Ceremony.eventbrite.ca>. 
Once seating capacity is reached, people are encouraged to join for 
standing room only. The elderly will be seated first. This free event will 
last about an hour. 

The books will remain at the textile museum until a permanent home, 
a museum or art gallery, is chosen for the 8000 Canadian Library books.

Jingle Dancer Amanda Fox will 
perform on June 20 in Almonte

Books created for the Canadian Library Initiative on display in Almonte



KELLY SLOAN   KELLY SLOAN   

VALLEY VOICES OF ALMONTEVALLEY VOICES OF ALMONTE
SFH IRISH DANCE STUDIOSSFH IRISH DANCE STUDIOS

AND MORE AND MORE  ! !

LONESOME GEORGELONESOME GEORGE

THE FITZGERALDSTHE FITZGERALDS
EAST COAST EXPERIENCEEAST COAST EXPERIENCE

BON DÉBARRASBON DÉBARRAS

TERRI-LYNN MAHUSKYTERRI-LYNN MAHUSKY
KYLE FELHAVER BANDKYLE FELHAVER BAND

July 5-7 2024 in Gemmill Park

AlmonteCeltfest.comAlmonteCeltfest.com @AlmonteCeltfest@AlmonteCeltfest

MARINER’S CURSE MARINER’S CURSE 

RUM RAGGED RUM RAGGED 

SALOON DION  BARLEY SHAKERS SALOON DION  BARLEY SHAKERS 
TRADITIONAL FARE CONCESSION 23   TRADITIONAL FARE CONCESSION 23   

RIVERTHIEVES RIVERTHIEVES 
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Kiwi Gardens

ART IN THE GARDEN 

THE NURSERY 

JUNE 14-16TH
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9-5

SUNDAY 10-4 

A d v a n c e  T i c k e t s  $ 5  
 P r i c e  a t  g a t e  $ 1 0  

 P a r k i n g  $ 5

GRAB YOUR ADVANCE TICKET
AT TICKETS PLEASE

OPEN ALL SUMMER 
FRIDAY TO MONDAY

9AM-5PM
1 0  a c r e s  o f  m a g i c a l  g a r d e n s

t o  e x p l o r e !  
O f f e r i n g  o v e r  1 0 0 0  v a r i e t i e s

o f  p e r e n n i a l s  t o  c h o o s e
f r o m ,  p l u s  a  f u n  s e l e c t i o n  o f

s u c c u l e n t s  a n d  p l a n t e r s .
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Farmgate Cider is thrilled to announce that the tal-
ented singer-songwriter Sherman Downey will be 
gracing their barn for a captivating concert experi-
ence on June 22 at 2pm. This event marks another 
highlight in Farmgate Cider’s ongoing commitment 
to providing exceptional entertainment in a unique 
and picturesque setting.

Hailing from Newfoundland and Labrador, 
Sherman Downey is renowned for his soul-stirring 
performances and heartfelt lyrics, which have won 
the hearts of audiences worldwide. With a sound that 
blends folk, pop and East-Coast influences, Downey 
promises to deliver an unforgettable afternoon of 
music that will resonate with fans of all ages.

“We’re excited to welcome Sherman Downey for 
what promises to be a fun afternoon of live music,” says 
Jim Davies, Co-Owner of Farmgate Cider. “Sherman’s 
style and engaging stage presence perfectly comple-
ment the laid-back atmosphere of our venue, and we 
can’t wait to share this experience with our guests.”

Set against the stunning backdrop of Farmgate 
Cider’s picturesque orchards, and refurbished barn, 
this concert offers the opportunity to enjoy world-class 
music in a one-of-a-kind setting. Whether you’re a 
dedicated fan of Sherman Downey or simply looking 
for a memorable afternoon with the family, this event 
promises to be a highlight of the season.

Music in the Barn will continue in September when 
Farmgate plays host to The Once, another incredible 
East-Coast act.

Sherman Downey’s 
East-Coast Sounds

Tickets for Sherman Downey’s afternoon concert 
on June 22 are $25 and available for purchase online 
at <farmgatecider.ca > or at the Farmgate Cider 
tasting room just outside of Arnprior. Early booking 
is recommended to secure your place at what is sure 
to be a sold-out show.

Farmgate Cider is a family-owned and operated 
cidery located just outside of Ottawa. For information 
and to purchase tickets, visit <farmgatecider.ca> or 
follow them on social media @farmgatecider.

St Paul’s United Church is happy to host Univox Choir 
from Toronto again this summer. On Friday, June 21 at 
8pm they will present The Beauty of a Summer Night, 
where the harmonies of the season will come alive.

Experience a dynamic range of emotions as the 
choir weaves through upbeat, invigorating pieces 
that emulate the vibrancy of summer. Feel the energy 
as the music uplifts and energizes with powerful, 
rhythmic melodies that resonate with the joy of the 
season. Then, as the night deepens, let your senses 
be enveloped by the downtempo, atmospheric songs 
that capture the serene and contemplative spirit of a 
summer evening. These pieces, rich in texture and 
depth, provide a perfect counterpoint, inviting you 
to reflect and relax under the night sky.

Univox Choir is a mixed-voice community choir for 
young adults that serves the Toronto community by of-

Univox Choir in Perth
fering spirited performances of choral music, both old 
and new. Led by Artistic Director Malcolm Cody Mac-
Farlane, works are primarily performed a cappella and 
span a wide range of the choral spectrum, includ-
ing Renaissance madrigals and motets, choral classics, 
modern composition, spirituals, and international 
folk songs. The singers come from a diverse range 
of musical backgrounds; most have sung in choirs 
at different times in their lives. Univox aims to fill 
the niche for young adults who wish to continue to 
have a rewarding choral experience with others in 
their age group. The non-profit music organization 
carries the core principles of musical excellence, social 
responsibility, and relationship-building.

For this event, proceeds will also go to St Paul’s 
United Church. Admission will be by donation, at the 
door at 25 Gore St W. at 8pm on June 21.

Sherman Downey plays at Farmgate Cider on
June 22 as part of their Music in the Barn series

Toronto’s Univox Choir returns to St. Paul’s United Church in Perth on June 21



Create Your Own
Metal Sculpture

One day workshops at Walden Three Studio

www.waldenthreestudio.com
1415 Whitton Road, Renfrew • 613–312–1374

Book a workshop with abstract metal sculptor
Jack Stekelenburg

and create your very own metal sculpture
using various metal objects of your choice.

Walden Three Studio now offering
Basic Beginner Welding Instruction

Humm Bits
Union Hall Potluck & AGM
Come for the meal, stay for the meeting! This year Union Hall 
is combining a potluck dinner with its Annual General Meeting, 
scheduled for Thursday, June 6. 

Bring your favourite home-cooked dish, plates and cutlery, and 
enjoy a delicious meal. Dinner starts at 6pm, so you should be fin-
ished eating (except for that second or third dessert!) in time for the 
business meeting at 7:30.

The agenda will include an update on improvements to the hall 
in the past year, as well as information on some big plans for the 
next twelve months, financial reports and elections. The Board of 
Directors and other volunteers have been working hard to maintain 
and improve the hall, and this has paid off in increased rentals, sign 
bookings and donations.

All are welcome! Come for the community meal even if you can’t 
stay for the meeting, or show up for the meeting only. There should 
be lots of food left over if you missed dinner altogether. And no 
pressure! While they are always on the lookout for new volunteers, 
you won’t be pushed into that either. So come out and enjoy time 
with your neighbours while bringing yourself up-to-date on what 
Union Hall has to offer these days. For more information, contact 
Linda at <camponi@storm.ca> or 256–2277.

Community Yard Sale for St. Andrew’s
St. Andrew’s United Church in Pakenham is calling all Sellers, Shop-
pers and Swappers to a Community Yard Sale. On Saturday, June 8 
from 8am to noon, join your friends and neighbours as they score 
amazing deals on a wide array of treasures including clothing for all 
ages, home décor, kitchenware, toys and games, books, electronics, 
furniture and much, much more. Plus, enjoy delicious hotdogs and 
drinks available for purchase while you shop.

Reserve a table for a freewill offering by calling or texting Shirleen 
at 850-6679 or Laurie at 327-3828 before June 5.

Whether you are on the hunt for unique finds or looking to 
declutter your home, this event has something for everyone. Come 
out for a morning of fun, catching up with your neighbours and 
bargain-hunting, while supporting St. Andrew’s!

Volunteer at Celtfest!
The 28th Almonte Celtfest takes place on July 5, 6 and 7, and this 
amazing small town festival prides itself on being totally operated 
by volunteers.

If you are a music festival enthusiast who enjoys working with 
the public and is comfortable speaking with and helping people of 
all stripes, young and old, they need you! Some volunteer roles may 
be more physical than others, while the majority are not. Some may 
involve making sales and being responsible for money. The website 
<almonteceltfest.com> provides reasonable detail of the scope of 
possibilities. 

Each year volunteers are needed to help out in specific areas such 
as admissions, seniors’ tent, trash/recycling, etc., described on the 
website. If you are keen and want to help your community with its 
amazing summer music festival, check out the details and the contact 
form online. You can also call Bernie Range, Volunteer Coordinator, 
directly at 519-372-7629. Everyone is invited to come and be part of 
this superb summer festival in July!
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By Jayne Walker
In the spirit of “it is better to light a candle than curse 
the darkness”, we anticipate that Lockwood Park will 
be ablaze with enthusiasm on June 8 from 10am to 3pm 
for the second annual EcoFest Westport: Celebrating 
Connection. Proudly organized by the Better Together 
Circle (BTC), please join us for this uplifting event 
located at 37 Spring Street in Westport.

With the often-negative information in the main-
stream media these days, it’s difficult to feel that any-
thing we can do matters. The critical piece we want 
to highlight is that, at the local level, hundreds of 
people, organizations, businesses and youth groups 
are working on solutions. At EcoFest 2024, we like to 
think that by bringing the pieces of the puzzle together 
we can be inspired by the big picture right here. We 
want to honour all the different ways we can be part of 
the change: through our art, our poetry, our volunteer 
work, our businesses.

BTC hopes the experience will energize, lift your 
faith in people, tickle your creativity and celebrate 
connection to our community and the natural world 
we inhabit. Come and browse, play, purchase, listen 
and be amazed at the potential for a sustainable future 
in this community for all living beings. 

This festival of positivity and action brings together 
local groups working to restore health to the natural 
environment; people presenting new ideas that are 
light on energy and heal the soil; people recycling, 
upscaling, repairing, reusing and restoring items 
that otherwise end up in landfill; experts speaking to 
new building and automotive technologies; hands-on 

EcoFest Westport Returns
activities such as making wild native seed balls and 
wool dryer balls; speakers talking about reducing our 
light pollution, creating a star park, or taking the lead 
out of fishing; educators bringing children and nature 
back together; and entrepreneurs rethinking business 
models to build regenerative communities. 

Mireille LaPointe honours us by making the 
Opening Welcome, giving the Land Acknowledge-
ment and sharing her thoughts on Indigenous con-
nection to the land and water. Please join us in the 
Circle at 10am. After that you are invited to take in 
the booths, the activities, and the Playzone, and to 
take the Eco Walking Tour of Westport village for 
more inspiration.

EcoFest Westport is being organized by the Better 
Together Circle — part of a caring community who 
want to learn, discuss and grow together. We plan 
community events focused on Truth and Recon-
ciliation, environmental issues and climate change. 
BTC will be hosting a table at the event with demon-
strations, take-aways and ways to connect. They are 
grateful to have received financial support for EcoFest 
Westport from the Lion’s Club, presenters, Westport 
Village, and everyone who attends EcoFest 2024.

To volunteer or donate, or to apply as a presenter, 
please contact <bettertogethercircle@gmail.com> or 
visit our Facebook page. 

As Nelson Mandela said, “May your choices reflect 
your hopes, not your fears.”
— Jayne Walker joined the Better Together Circle when 

she retired from teaching, to do what she can for a 
healthy future for all children.

Once a year the Blue Skies Community Fiddle Orches-
tra invites musicians of the area to come to an all-day 
“Jamathon” fundraiser where they can play along with 
each of the three Fiddle Orchestra groups and share 
their own tunes as well. Musicians are asked to gather 
pledges for their participation, and all funds raised 
are used to support the orchestra as it continues to 
provide low-cost music education, instrument rental, 
and celebration of community and music. All ages and 
levels of ability are welcome and the emphasis is on 
having fun — but many orchestra alumni have gone 
on to musical careers and other 
music projects. This yearly event 
brings some of them back for a 
jam and welcomes new friends 
as well.

Long Sault Trio always bring a 
crop of new tunes they’ve written, 
Trxtrs lays down some smooth 
swing, and there is a rumour of 
some classical music as well.

There will be lots of snacks 
available to keep everyone happily 
jamming all day, as well as a pile of 
percussion instruments so every-
one can join in the fun. No entry 

Blue Skies Jamathon
fee, no charge for the food, just a freewill offering to 
support the orchestra.

You might want to bring some cash for the eagerly 
anticipated Pie Auction, though. The fabulous auction-
eer has made this a highlight of the event for many 
people. Real old-time goodness! There will also be a 
silent auction featuring donated items and bedding 
plants perfect for spring gardens.

All this fun is set for Saturday June 8, from 12–5pm 
at the Maberly Hall. For details, contact Cindy McCall 
278–2448 or <cindy.fiddlemusic.mccall@gmail.com>.

The Blue Skies Fiddle Orchestra will hold their fundraising “Jamathon” 
on Saturday, June 8. Gather pledges and bring your instruments!
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Mark your calendars and tell your friends — Almonte 
Celtfest is returning to Gemmill Park for a fine weekend 
of family-friendly entertainment from July 5–7.

All the way from Newfoundland, Rum Ragged will 
be kicking the festival off, with special guest Mari-
ner’s Curse, on Friday, July 5. Tickets for opening 
night are $30, and are available through Tickets 
Please (TicketsPlease.ca, 485–6434) and at the gate. 
And what an opening night it will be! Rum Ragged has 
made a name for themselves with their distinctive blend 
of striking vocal harmonies, staggering musicianship 
and captivating storytelling. Featuring bouzouki, fiddle, 
bodhran, banjo, guitar and button accordion, these 
JUNO-nominated new champions of East Coast music 
enliven and enlighten audiences with songs and tune 
sets that they deliver with an honest swagger that is far 
beyond their years. With reverence for their roots and 
a creative, contemporary edge, these young performers 
have quickly become known as the finest purveyors of 
a great living musical tradition.

Thanks to the generosity of festival sponsors, 
entrance to Saturday and Sunday’s programming 
continues to be by donation at the gate. The weekend 
also promises plenty of music, dancing, and fun in the 
park from noon until late. From party band East Coast 
Experience and Almonte favourite Kelly Sloan to the 
Québécois folk sound of Bon Débarras, the lineup has 
something for everyone. Among other highlights are 
Lonesome George from Belfast, Ireland, who combine 
rip-roaring reels and finger-picking finesse with stir-
ring socially conscious songwriting and their roots in 
Irish traditional music. Dancing fans should be sure 
to catch the electrifying family band the Fitzgeralds, 
featuring 3-time Canadian Grandmaster Fiddle and 
Step Dance champions Tom, Kerry and Julie Fitzger-
ald, and local SFH Irish Dance Studios.

This year’s festival also carries on a strong tradition 
of showcasing local Celtic talent, with plenty of won-
derful area musicians on the bill — including commu-
nity favourites The Barley Shakers, step dancing fiddler 
Terri-Lynn Mahusky, the fine fiddling of Kyle Felhaver, 

Almonte Celtfest — Back with Big Energy!
Saloon Dion, Traditional Fare, Concession 23, and 
Valley Voices of Almonte. Upcoming local talent 
will be showcased at the presentation of the Danny 
O’Connell Memorial Award, and the Riverthieves 
will close out the weekend with a musical one-two 
punch of original and traditional tunes that are sure 
to get you up out of your camp chair one last time! 
Rounding out the event will be Celtic music workshops 
where you can learn from the musicians playing in 
the festival, activities for kids, food trucks, artisans, 
buskers downtown, and a seniors’ shade tent, making 
this a widely accessible, family-friendly event. With 
all of this to discover, could a summer weekend get 
any better?

Almonte Celtfest would like to thank the Town of 
Mississippi Mills and Heritage Canada, along with 
many sponsors, for their support that will ensure that 
this year’s festival is one of the best yet. 

Check out <AlmonteCeltfest.com> for details and 
follow @AlmonteCeltfest on Facebook and Instagram 
for festival news and updates.

Lace up your sneakers and pump up your bike tires: the annual 
Silver Chain Challenge is back for June 2024! This exciting 
month-long event invites participants from Lanark County 
and Renfrew County to demonstrate their commitment to 
healthy living and active transportation, all while enjoying 
the scenic beauty of eastern Ontario. 

The Silver Chain Challenge is not just a competition; it’s 
a celebration of health, community, and the great outdoors. 
Participants are encouraged to walk or cycle as often as 
they can throughout the month of June and capture these 
moments with a photo. These photos can then be uploaded to 
the event’s official website and attributed to either Lanark or 
Renfrew. The county with the most submissions by the end of 
the month will be declared the winner, earning the bragging 
rights of being the most active and engaged community. 

“We would like to encourage residents of all ages to take 
part in the Challenge, especially families with children. Our 
community’s love for getting outdoors and staying active is 
incredible. The Challenge focuses on the benefits of being 
more active outdoors, which can result in improved mental 
and physical health, as well as supporting our vibrant, healthy 
communities and our superior trail system in the County,” 
says Renfrew County Warden Peter Emon. 

The challenge is open to everyone — families, friends, 
solo adventurers and visitors. Whether you’re a seasoned 
cyclist or just enjoy leisurely strolls, every step, pedal and 
photo counts. Let’s see which county can claim the title of 
being the most active in 2024! 

For more information on how to participate in the Silver 
Chain Challenge, please visit <lanarkcounty.ca/silverchain>.

The Silver Chain Challenge Returns This June

Featuring bouzouki, fiddle, bodhran, banjo, guitar and button accordion, 
the JUNO-nominated East Coast band Rum Ragged will headline at this 

year’s Almonte Celtfest. Mark your calendars now for the
family-friendly festival that runs from July 5–7.
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CPAWS Fundraising Art Show
The Valley Artisans’ Gallery is honoured 
to be the premier gallery of choice for the 
Ottawa Valley chapter of the Canadian Parks 
and Wilderness Society (CPAWS-OV) Fun-
draising Art Show.

Closing the Gap, Algonquin Park to 
Dumoine River Fundraising Art Show 
supports CPAWS-OV efforts at trail building 
and conservation actions. The opening cer-
emonies take place on Saturday, June 8 from 
10am to 5:30pm on the grounds of the Valley 
Artisans’ Gallery in Deep River, and the art 
show will continue in the store until July 7. 
The Saturday fresh air event will feature live 
music by Deep River singer-songwriter Marc 
Audet, artist demonstrations, a food truck, 
a raffle, and art and crafts for sale in tents.

Members of the Valley Artisans’ Gallery 
as well as the CPAWS artists will be on hand 
to discuss their creative processes and the 
local Ottawa Valley that inspires many of 
the pieces.

In 2017, artist Aleta Karstad approached 
John McDonnell of CPAWS-OV with the 

concept of bringing 15 artists into the wilds 
for a week of camping, hiking, canoeing and 
creating artwork, which is then donated 
to the organization. Aleta calls the annual 
retreat “a dream come true,” and a chance 
to communicate to the world the inspiration 
the artists feel in wild places. Since then, the 
Art Retreat has become an annual event 
where artists from all over Ontario and 
Quebec apply to participate. They camp in 
tents along the river and can hike, paddle, 
help restore trails, and create artwork in the 
inspiring peace and beauty of one of Quebec’s 
last undammed rivers. Their artwork and 
related events have raised more than $36,000 
in support of wilderness conservation and 
education in the Ottawa Valley region of 
Ontario and Quebec.

Their efforts worked, and CPAWS-OV 
was successful in having 126km of the 
Dumoine River and some of its watershed 
declared an Aquatic Reserve area. The next 
goal is to Close the Gap between Algon-
quin Park and the Dumoine River Aquatic 
Reserve. Protecting this 18km area in wilder-

ness would strengthen the Algonquin 
to Adirondacks Initiative by extend-
ing a continentally significant migra-
tory corridor running from New York 
State, through Eastern Ontario, into the 
Boreal Forest of Quebec. CPAWS-OV 
is working to ensure the area remains 
as it is today — wild and free — so 
that you may continue to hunt, fish, 
camp, off-road and snowmobile in the 
area while giving species the space they 
need to maintain healthy populations.

For more information, visit <cpaws-
ov-vo.org> or come to the opening 
tent event and chat with the partici-
pating artists and the CPAWS-OV 

folks. Valley Artisans Co-op 
Gallery <valleyartisans.com> 
is located at 33373 Highway 17 
West in Deep River.

Rideau Lakes 
Studio Tour
The Rideau Lakes Studio Tour 
is back for its 26th anniver-
sary, and it promises to be a 
spectacular showcase of the 
region’s finest artists. Taking 
place on Canada Day weekend 
(June 29 and 30), the event will feature more 
than 21 artists opening their studios to the 
public, allowing visitors to see how these 
talented creators work their magic.

To celebrate, they are offering studio visi-
tors a chance to win a $250 gift certificate 
which can be redeemed from any of the 
participating artists! Check <rideaulakes-
studiotour.ca> for more information.

The tour will take place throughout the 
beautiful Rideau Lakes region, providing an 
opportunity to explore the natural beauty 
of the area while also discovering some of 
Canada’s most talented artists. Featuring 
painters and sculptors, potters, weavers, 
beaders and carvers, glass workers and more, 
the tour promises something for everyone, 
and visitors will be able to meet with the 
artists, learn about their creative processes, 
and purchase their work.

But the Studio Tour is more than just a 
showcase of artistic talent; it’s also a celebra-
tion of the vibrant community that makes 
the Rideau Lakes region so special. As visi-
tors travel from studio to studio they’ll enjoy 
stunning views of the lakes and countryside, 
sample local food and drink, and connect with 
the friendly people who call this area home.

For many of the artists involved in the 
tour, this is an opportunity to connect with 
their audience and share their passion for 
their work. By showcasing their art in their 
own studios, they are able to create a more 
intimate and personal experience for visi-
tors, making it an unforgettable event for 
all involved.

“I look forward to the interaction with 
people and the opportunity to show them 
my work in my own studio in the village 
where I draw much of my inspiration,” says 
award-winning wildfowl sculptor and painter 
Ted Stewart of Niska Studios. “It’s a chance to 
share my creative process and demonstrate 
some of my carving techniques.”

Whether you’re a seasoned art collector 
or are simply looking for a fun and inspiring 
way to celebrate Canada Day weekend, the 
Rideau Lakes Studio Tour is an event not to 
be missed. Come discover the beauty and 
creativity of this vibrant community and 
join in the celebration of 25 years of artistic 
excellence.

Rideau Lakes Studio Tour would like to 
thank The Rideau Lakes Township for their 
generous grant.

Presenting a Stupendous Selection…

This work by artist Susan Fraser was inspired
by the natural beauty of the Ottawa Valley

Find works by Shaun Seaman, among many others,
at the Rideau Lakes Studio Tour on June 29 & 30



Coming Soon
MISSISSIPPI BERRIESMISSISSIPPI BERRIES

Pick your own or pre-picked
Call the Berry Hotline for picking 

conditions 613-259-9911

www.mississippiberries.ca
Located east of Hwy 511 at 2430 Ferguson 

Falls Road, Lanark. Look for the signs!
Perth

Balderson

Lanark

Hwy 511

Cty RD 12 Ferguson Falls 
RD

Hwy 7

www.thehumm.comJune 2024 11

Destination Almonte enthusiastically invites everyone 
to come out to their Summer Solstice Night Market, 
taking place on Thursday, June 20 from 5–9pm. Shops 
in downtown Almonte will be open late, with live 
musical performers at the top and bottom of Mill 
Street. You’ll also find sidewalk sales, vendor pop-
ups, street treats, and lots of small-town fun. This is 
a wonderful way to visit all your favourite shopping 
and dining destinations in the friendly town!

Destination Almonte
The leadership team of the Desti-
nation Almonte Association has 
been meeting monthly over the 
past year to move forward with 
the collective mission of promoting 
Almonte as a premier travel desti-
nation for visitors and a cherished 
hub for the local community. And 
although in the past the group was 
mainly known for organizing sea-
sonal Night Markets on Mill Street, 
more recent activities include 
the development of a website 
<DestinationAlmonte.com>, 
more frequent social media posts 
on all activities taking place in 
town, membership meetings and 
socials, as well as seasonal scav-

Summer Night Market
Almonte is the Destination on June 20

Photo by Sam Park

engers hunts like Elf on the Shelf in December, and 
Where’s Waldo in July.

There are presently over thirty local businesses that 
are active members, and new members are invited to 
join at any time, as the group seeks to foster collabo-
ration among retail and other service businesses to 
enhance the Friendly Town Experience for everyone.

Destination Almonte also invites any small pop-up 
vendors or food stands who wish to participate in the 
Night Market to contact <info@destinationalmonte.
com> for more information.

Two New Shows at Sivarulrasa Gallery 
Sivarulrasa Gallery in Almonte will present two new 
exhibitions in June. Deborah Arnold: Touchstone, 
An Invitation will run in Galleries I and II. Deborah 
Arnold has been sculpting stone in Almonte for over 
three decades. “Built into its presence, each kind of 
stone embodies ancient narratives about its formation”, 
she says. “Touching these stones, working with them, 
grounds me and brings me closer to their narratives.” 
A member of the Sculptors Society of Canada, her 
work has been exhibited in solo and group shows in 
Ottawa, Almonte, Oshawa and Toronto.

Sherry Park: Portraits, a series of figurative works 
by artist Sherry Park, will run in Gallery III. “When 
I paint a portrait I want to get to know the person 
first, which helps with the final piece,” she explains. 
“I paint people that I am familiar with or whom I met 
briefly. It helps to understand the person.” Painting in a 
naturalistic style, Sherry Park’s portraits offer a glimpse 
into her subjects’ lives. The artist creates evocative 
compositions, playing with light and bringing her 
characters to life against vibrant backdrops. Born in 
South Korea, Sherry Park’s studio is based in Alton, 
Ontario. Her works have been shown in exhibitions 
in Canada and internationally.

Meet artists Deborah Arnold and Sherry Park at 
the combined Artists Reception on Sunday, June from 
2–4pm. For more information, visit <sivarulrasa.com>.

Jodi, by artist Sherry Park, is featured in her solo 
show at Sivarulrasa Gallery.  Meet Sherry Park 

and Deborah Arnold on Sunday, June 2.

… of Summer Art Events



THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS AND EVENT COLLABORATORS

For up-to-date and detailed  descriptions of all 
our events, visit 

QUEERCONNECTIONLANARK.CA 
and follow us on our socials 

@LANARKCOUNTYWIDEPRIDE 

PRIDE SCHEDULE

Pride 2024 in Lanark County is evolving into an amazing 
time.  And this year’s Pride has extended beyond the 

traditional month of June to well into the fall.
This year, the Lanark County Wide Pride committee, a 

collaboration of Pride in Mississippi Mills, Carleton Place 
Pride, Smiths Falls Pride and Queer Connection Lanark 

chose “Free to be… You & Me” as the theme — 
acknowledging the continued struggle of each us

to be who we are.

PRIDE
AND BEYOND

May 22nd 
Lanark County Flag Raising
4:15PM Administration Building, 
Sunset Blvd., Perth

June 7th 
Bowl & Mingle
7–9PM The Spare Room Bowling,
2 Wilson St. W., Perth
Fundraiser for Capital Rainbow Refuge

June 1st 
Join the ride OUT Flag raisings:
Almonte Mississippi Valley Textile 
Museum at 1:00PM
Carleton Place Sinclair Square at 
2:00PM
Smiths Falls Town Square at 2:30PM
Then  travel to Perth to join and 
prepare for the Perth Parade at 
3:30PM starting at Stewart Public 
School followed by a Community Fair 
in Last Duel Park at 4:30PM

May 31st 

Town of Perth Flag Raising
10:00AM Crystal Palace, Perth

June 22nd 

Dance & Drag Show
7PM Carleton Place Arena

June 29th 

Pride Picnic in the Park
1PM Victoria Park, Smiths Falls

June 6th 

2SLGBTQI+ Panel Discussion
Almonte Public Library, evening TBA

June 8th 

Lanark Speaks: Queer Speaker Series
1–3PM Perth & District Union Library
Mason Flatla, Ottawa Pride Hockey

July 13th 

Lanark Speaks: Queer Speaker Series
1–3PM Perth & District Union Library
Tamara Lopez, federal public servant 
who has been actively promoting 
diversity, inclusion and the 
importance of mental health both 
inside her workplace as well as 
within her community.

Aug 10th 

Lanark Speaks: Queer Speaker Series
1–3PM Perth & District Union Library
Ksenia Knyazeva, owner of Patriam 
Coffee in Kingston, is a fun, queer, 
hardworking business owner who 
moved to Canada from Ukraine.

Sep 7th 

Lanark Speaks: Queer Speaker Series
6:30–8:30PM, Ages 14+
Perth & District Union Library
Diane Skoll is a comedian and a 
transgender woman who performs 
standup and sketch comedy that 
runs the gamut from one-liners and 
observational humour to edgy and 
ribald. Dianne was born in South 
Africa, grew up in Newfoundland, 
and is now based in Ottawa.

Oct 5th 

Drag Show
Mississippi Valley Textile Museum,
Almonte

June 15th 

The Canadian Library
Grassroots art installation project to 
act as a memorial to all Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, 
Two Spirit and Children. Mississippi 
Valley Textile Museum.

Board Game Café
Perth Pie Co. (afternoon)
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Pride 2024 in Lanark County is evolving into 
an amazing time. And this year’s Pride has 
extended beyond the traditional month of 
June to well into the fall.

This year, the Lanark County Wide Pride 
committee (a collaboration of Pride in Mis-
sissippi Mills, Carleton Place Pride, Smiths 
Falls Pride and Queer Connection Lanark) 
chose “Free to be… You & Me” as their theme 
— acknowledging the continued struggle of 
each us to be who we are.

The full schedule of events can be found in 
the ad on this page, but everyone is encour-
aged to follow Lanark County Wide Pride 
on Facebook and to visit <queerconnection-
lanark.ca> for up-to-the-minute information.

Pride Parade
The month kicks off on June 1 with the Lanark 
County Wide Drive-Out Pride Parade. There 
will be ride OUT flag raisings at the Mis-
sissippi Valley Textile Museum in Almonte 
at 1pm, at Carleton Place Sinclair Square at 
2pm, and at the Smiths Falls Town Square 
at 2:30pm. Then everyone travels to Perth to 
join the Perth Parade at 3:30pm starting at 
Stewart Public School. Following the parade, 
everyone is invited to a Community Fair in 
Perth’s Last Duel Park, starting at 4:30pm.

Lanark Speaks: 
Queer Speaker Series
Made possible through support from the 
Perth & District Community Foundation, this 
monthly speaker series features 2SLGBTQI+ 
community members and a range of topics. 
Everyone is invited to join in listening and 
learning from each speaker’s stories, experi-
ences, talents, and shared wisdom.

“This queer speaker series was formed 
out of a desire to share stories. We’ve been 
fortunate to gather a diverse selection of 
speakers with interests in drag, gardening 
and horticulture, sports, entertainment, 
small businesses, and comedy! We can’t wait 
to share this series with our community,” 
explains Abby Nowakowski from Queer 
Connection Lanark.

The full speaker series runs from May 
until September, and will be offered both 
in-person at the Perth library and virtually.

Mason Flatla from Ottawa Pride Hockey 
will be speaking on Saturday, June  8 
from 1–3pm. Ottawa Pride Hockey is a 
2SLGBTQ+ inclusive group in their third 
season of pick-up hockey. They are led by 

gender-diverse people and promote a safer 
space for everyone.

Tamara Lopez will be speaking at a date 
to be determined. She has been with the 
federal public service since 2005. Since be-
ginning her career, Tamara has been active 
in promoting diversity, inclusion and the 
importance of mental health both inside her 
workplace as well as within her community.

Ksenia Knyazeva, owner of Patriam Coffee 
in Kingston, Ontario, will be speaking on 
Saturday, August 10 from 1–3pm.  She is a 
fun, queer, hardworking business owner who 
moved to Canada from Ukraine.

The final speaker, Diane Skoll, will be 
presenting at a special Late-Night Edition 
of the series. This 14+ night will be held on 
Saturday, September 7 from 6:30–8:30pm. 
Diane is a comedian and a transgender 
woman who transitioned later in life, who 
especially enjoys comedy about LGBT and 
trans experiences. She performs standup 
and sketch, and her comedy runs the gamut 
from one-liners and observational humour 
to edgy and ribald. Diane was born in South 
Africa, grew up in Newfoundland, and is now 
based in Ottawa. 

More Events
On June 6, the Almonte Public Library will 
host a 2SLGBTQI+ members and Panel 
Discussion. Then on June 7, community 
members and allies are invited to Bowl & 
Mingle at The Spare Room Bowling, located 
at 2 Wilson St. W. in Perth. 100% of the pro-
ceeds from this event will be donated to 
Capital Rainbow Refuge — an organization 
that supports and sponsors refugees fleeing 
dangerous situations.

On June 15, Mississippi Mills All My 
Relations invites the public to a memorial 
installation ceremony to honour Murdered 
and Missing Indigenous Women, Girls and 
2SLGBTQQTIA+ people as part of The Ca-
nadian Library. It will take place at 1pm at 
the Mississippi Valley Textile Museum, and 
people can register at <June15Ceremony.
eventbrite.ca>.

A Dance & Drag Show is being planned for 
June 22 from 7pm to midnight in the upper 
hall of the Carleton Place Arena — more 
details will be coming on social media. And 
then on June 29 there will be a Pride Picnic 
in the Park in Smiths Falls’ Victoria Park from 
1–5pm. While you’ve got your calendar out, 
mark October 5 for a Drag Show at the Mis-
sissippi Valley Textile Museum in Almonte!

Pride… and Beyond!

The Perth Citizens’ Band, Canada’s oldest 
continuing town band, is preparing for the 
2024 season of its annual Summer/Fall Pops 
Concert Series. These concerts in the down-
town core have been a tradition of the band 
for well over 100 years. The concerts feature 
a variety of music ranging from classical, 
Broadway and movie themes to jazz, blues 
and other popular forms; a bit of music for 
all tastes and ages. In addition, conductor 
Brian Tackaberry includes heritage pieces 
from the band’s historic files as well as songs 
by Canadian composers or arrangers.

All Pops Concerts will be held on Sundays 
at 2pm at the Crystal Palace, located on the 

2024 Pops Concerts
Tay River Basin in downtown Perth, and take 
place rain or shine. Concerts are scheduled 
for June 9, July 7, July 28, August 18, Sep-
tember 22, and October 6.

Some seating is available, but audience 
members are invited to bring along a lawn 
chair or simply enjoy a leisurely stroll along 
the river basin during the performances. 
In addition, the band will be performing 
at the North Lanark Regional Museum’s 
annual Strawberry Festival in Appleton on 
Sunday, June 23 at 2pm, and in downtown 
Newboro for Canada Day celebrations on 
July 1. For more information, please visit 
<perthband.ca>.

The Perth Citizens’ Band will be playing at the Crystal Palace through the summer & fall



shop hours: Tues.- Sat., 11-5 / Sun. 11-4

63 Mill St., Almonte ON tel: 613-461-3463

www.generalfinecraft.com

representing outstanding

Canadian craftspeople 

since 2013

DIANE LEMIRE

MARIA MOLDOVAN

ALEXI HUNTER

MAUREEN MARCOTTE
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The MERA Schoolhouse (McDonalds Corners/Elphin 
Recreation & Arts) is celebrating 25 years of artists 
in action!

Serving the hamlets of McDonalds Corners and 
Elphin as well as visitors to the area, MERA’s formation 
in 1999 brought a vibrant cultural centre to an area 
that previously had little arts programming and few 
recreational activities. MERA now hosts about 250 
events throughout the year in the small Schoolhouse. 
People come from as far as Ottawa and Kingston to 
participate in its dynamic programs and enjoy the 
charming rural atmosphere. 

In its humble beginnings, MERA had a focus on 
heritage arts and crafts. The MERA Heritage Weavers 
produce handwoven items inspired by the textile 
tradition of local Scottish settlers. The weaving studio 
has been fully renovated and now has seven looms of 
various styles and sizes. 

The Pottery Collective has a fully equipped pottery 
studio, built by volunteers in MERA’s basement. Today, 
potters often work in close quarters as the studio 
grows in popularity. 

Music at MERA hosts small, intimate concerts 
on Sunday afternoons. These concerts often sell out 
since the main room at the Schoolhouse seats only 60 
people. The venue may be small, but the talent is huge.

Over the years, MERA’s main groups have grown 
to include the Art Circle, Fibre Arts, and MERA’s 
Needle Pushers – Quilting Group. To keep programs 
accessible, membership is a small annual fee that helps 
with the operating costs of the Schoolhouse. 

Incorporated as a non-profit in 1999, MERA’s 
transformation of the local schoolhouse began when 
a dedicated group of volunteers gathered to discuss 
how to put the vacant one-room schoolhouse in 
McDonalds Corners to good use. One of them said 
“Why don’t we start an arts centre?” 

One of MERA’s founding members, Ankaret Dean, 
92, remains a passionate and articulate supporter 
and program leader. Before coming to McDonalds 
Corners, she lived in Oakville and was very active as 
a fibre artist. Expecting a quiet life in the country, she 
quickly became involved in the founding of MERA 
and has not slowed down since! 

Ankaret has secured funding several times through 
various grant programs to support festivals and activi-

MERA Turns 25!

ties, and bring experts from around the world to MERA. 
Projects spearheaded by Ankaret include the Living 
Willow Labyrinth, a community mural with Wakefield 
artist Marie-France Nitski, a workshop on making 
willow lanterns and a workshop on making coracles. 

Once a newcomer to the area herself, Ankaret feels 
MERA is a place for people to connect and find like-
minded friends. “We’ve always been welcoming to 
anybody who has moved to this area,” she says. “We’ve 
had single people who have moved to the area and joined 
MERA as knitters or weavers or spinners or whatever, 
and they’ve instantly met other kindred spirits.”

Since its inception, MERA has relied almost entirely 
on its membership of 100 people and other volunteers 
from the local and neighbouring municipalities. As 
MERA embarks on its landmark 25th anniversary, the 
heartbeat of this vibrant community hub lies in the 
dedication of its volunteers. 

Everyone is invited to help celebrate MERA’s 25th 
year! June 22 will be Community Day, and all the arts 
groups will be giving demonstrations and have their 
work on display. Come with your questions to ask an 
artist! There will also be an unveiling of the brand-new 
community mural. This 8-foot by 12-foot mural with 
be painted by dozens of volunteers of all ages, with at 
least one 90-year-old adding her artistic touch.

For more information, please visit <meraschool-
house.org>.

The artists and vibrant volunteers at MERA are 
holding a “Community Day” on June 22

Mark your calendars for Saturday, June 29 from 11am 
to 6pm, and plan to celebrate local food, drink, and 
international music at Back Forty’s 7th annual Curds 
and Cooks festival. 

In addition to Back Forty’s world-class sheep cheeses, 
this year’s festival will showcase multiple artisan food 
producers from the area. Sample and shop handmade 
chocolate, pies, preserves and more. Enjoy the re-
nowned beer-battered deep fried Back Forty curds, 
and then refresh your palate with a local ice-cold craft 
beer, wine, mixed drink or thirst-quenching Kombucha. 

Curds and Cooks has also become renowned for 
its international music. The vibe is set by Jamaican 
reggae star Syd Perry, who will be accompanied by his 
five-piece band. Syd will be performing his original 
roots blues reggae. Inspired by the rocksteady era 
(late ’60s), roots reggae of the ’70s and blues music of 
the ’40s and ’50s, Syd has an original sound and has 
been involved with the festival since its inception. To 
compliment the Jamaican music, Back Forty owners 

Curds And Cooks 
Jeff and Jenna Fenwick are excited to bring back their 
handmade highland beef Jamaican patties. If you 
were lucky enough to get your hands on one of these 
patties last year then you’ve likely been craving their 
return. Each pastry is made onsite using traditional 
ingredients including the farm’s whey-fed pork lard, 
then stuffed with the farm’s organic grass-fed highland 
beef and the perfect combination of traditional spice. 

“The Jamaican patties were a huge hit last year, 
selling out by mid-afternoon, but we will be making 
even more this year with hopes of serving as many as 
possible,” promises Jeff, owner and head cheesemaker. 

Curds and Cooks is free to attend, great for all ages, 
and the perfect long weekend destination for any 
cheese, drink, food or music lover. However, if you’re 
unable to attend this great event, Back Forty will be 
opening their Friday and Saturday Farm-to-Table bistro 
and cheese shop from June 14 through to October. 
For more information, check out <artisancheese.ca> 
or follow them on Instagram @back40artisancheese.

The delicious summer festival returns to Back Forty Artisan Cheese on Saturday, June 29

Photo by David Zimmerly



CANADA DAY

www.mississippimills.ca/canadaday

4:30pm
6:00pm

7:00pm 
8:00pm
Dusk

RBC BBQ
Bouncy Castles, Face Painting by MMYC,
JB Arts t-shirt making & MM Fireman’s BBQ
CANADA DAY PARADE
Mike Ryan - live entertainment in the arena!
Fireworks!

Pakenham Fireman’s Pancake Breakfast - July 1st at 10am at the Pakenham Firehall

ALMONTE

Canada Day Eve
PAKENHAM

Sunday, June 30

MONDAY, JULY 1

3:30pm -
Dusk

4 - 7:00pm
6:00pm
Dusk

Bouncy Castles
Face Painting by MMYC
JB Arts t-shirt making
Games
Musical performances
Food vendors
Jean-Guy - juggler & unicyclist
Opening Ceremonies
Fireworks!

Come out to the Stewart Community Centre in Pakenham for lots of fun!

On the saddle dome stage!
Be the Band - Ric Denis
Amber Humby
Colby Drummond
Jerry Lee
Kentucky
Country Club
The Eh Team

MUSIC LINEUP

Come out to Gemmill Park in Almonte to celebrate Canada Day!

M I S S I S S I P P I  M I L L S  C A N A D A  D A Y  C E L E B R A T I O N S
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By Jane Stott
Best known as the playwright behind the Wingfield 
series of one-man shows, Dan Needles grew up 
in Toronto and on his family’s farm in Rosemont, 
Ontario. The Perils of Persephone is his satirical look 
at 1989 farming and politics in this province. Worry-
ing about global warming, the possibility of losing the 
century-old family farm, and concerns about where 
the next landfill will be located are part and parcel of 
this comedy with a serious underbelly. 

Award-winning director and educator Carolee 
Mason is no stranger to farm life either. Carolee plans to 
incorporate her ever popular Friday night “talk backs” — 
a fun opportunity for cast and patrons to feast together 
on everything the play touched on, and to learn from 
some experts as well. For patrons who decide to stay 
for the talk backs, a fun and informative look at politics 
and the environment will be on the menu. 

The cast includes Christine Erdos O’Malley, John 
Kenny, Mike Erion, Chrystine Williams, Josh Gallant, 
David Bird, Lara Klymko, Brent Maguire and Alan 
Humphreys. Brian Perkin will supply the voiceover of 
the radio announcer. Mason has once again assembled 
a stellar crew, a loyal following of lighting, sound, 
costumes, props, stage managing and production in-
dividuals that will make the fireworks happen. Mason 
also has numerous contacts in the farming communi-
ties close by and farther afield who will be promoting 
this play to one and all with great enthusiasm.

I recently had the opportunity to talk with actors 
Alan Humphreys and Josh Gallant to find out what 
their favorite lines are in the play. Well, it turns out 
Alan only has one line, although he has three costume 
changes as he plays a reporter, a first responder and 
a farm neighbour. His line is: “Doctor Hinkley. Is the 
material on the truck stable? What is the danger here?” 

The Perils of Persephone
Farming and Politics Collide at Studio Theatre

Alan’s role struck me as perfect for anyone who wants 
to be on stage, to be a part of a production, but not 
have to learn a whole whack of lines. Josh Gallant, 
previously seen in The 39 Steps and Matilda, plays a 
truck driver with a PHD in Philosophy from U of T. 
His favorite line? “And so, truncated, in the slime, the 
Currie Mammoth bides his time.” 

At the same time as the opportunity arose to speak 
with Alan and Josh, I was able to watch Carolee in 
action, as she encouraged her actors to give everything 
to their portrayals. She talked about finding your arc, 
to start building on your emotions slowly, and to 
figure out how to show who has the power in a scene. 
Fascinating to be a fly on the wall for this coaching 
and polishing that makes all of Carolee’s work stellar.

The play, in a nutshell? Two brothers, Orval and 
Eldon Currie, are trying to keep the family dairy farm 
going, but Eldon has been bitten by the political bug 
and isn’t pulling his weight, according to Orval. When 
an accident of monumental proportions takes place in 
a nearby swamp, the Currie farmhouse is turned into 
“damage control headquarters” by the big guns from 
Queen’s Park. Political opportunism spearheaded by a 
pitbull of a spin doctor creates a maelstrom of double 
dealing, disguises and skullduggery. As the scheming 
gets more and more outrageous, you wonder who 
may end up with political egg on their face, and how 
the Curries will survive. 

The Perils of Persephone runs for eight perfor-
mances. Opening night tickets are $19 for Thursday, 
June 20 with a 7:30pm curtain. Regular ticket prices 
are $24, for remaining evening performances on 
June 21, 27 and 28, and for 2pm matinées on June 22, 
23, 29 and 30. Tickets are available at Tickets Please 
(TicketsPlease.ca, 485–6434) and at the door one hour 
before each performance.

Photo courtesy of Len Modderman

Dan Needles’ Perils of Persephone opens at Studio Theatre Perth on June 20



142 Pick Road,
Carleton Place, ON

613.253.3467
reidgardens.ca
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A Medieval Market at 
Art in the Garden
Let’s start by saying that Kiwi Gardens is a wonder to 
visit any day of the year. The gardens are spectacular, 
well thought out and tended with care. It’s a nursery 
like no other, with enchanting pathways through the 
woods, show gardens, and over 1,000 varieties of 
perennials for sale. One visitor called it “a gardener’s 
dream.” Owner Paul Loiselle is a passionate horti-
culturalist, and his energy and vision are the driving 
forces. Kiwi Gardens has been growing perennials 
for 40 years.

Some of you are probably familiar with the Father’s 
Day weekend tradition that is Art in the Garden. For 
three days Kiwi Gardens transforms into a garden 
art gallery. This year you’ll meet twenty-five artists 
showcasing their work along the meandering paths 
through ten acres of gardens from Friday June 14 to 
Sunday June 16.

New this year is a Sunday Medieval Market, an 
event Paul envisioned as a fusion of artisanal crafts, 
natural beauty and community spirit. He approached 
Zoë and Ben at The Cordwood Folk School, and 
they immediately jumped on board. Now, with only 
a couple weeks to go before the big event on Sunday, 
June 16, market stalls are being built — installations 
that reflect each artist’s medium and meld with the 
land — and each artist is working away to bring garden 
visitors their newest products.

Five artisans who are all current instructors at The 
Cordwood Folk School and masters of their craft 
will be selling their wares and demonstrating their 
process on Sunday only at Art in the Garden. You’ll 
hear the hammering, clinking, laughter and general 
hubbub of this open-air market well before you enter. 
There will be a central area for visitors to sit, watch, 
eat lunch and take in the excitement of the artisans 
at work around them. Each of the crafts has roots in 
Medieval times — and some are much older than that. 
You will see Graham van Houten working at his coal 
forge, Jeff Ahier carving spoons, Ben Hendry cutting 
stone, Danielle Prophet softening hides, and Zoë 

Lianga felting rugs. You can engage with the artists and 
their process, browse their wares and walk through a 
Japanese-style stone moongate and up “Paul’s folly”. 
On top of this excitement, students from Brooke 
Valley School will be offering portraiture services: 
take a seat, be the subject, and bring home a custom 
portrait. These talented students are practicing their 
portraiture in art class now and will be ready to offer 
you this unique, personal experience.

Come immerse yourself in the sights, sounds and 
smells of this inaugural Medieval Market — Artisans 
at Work, presented by the Cordwood Folk School, 
on June 16 from 10am to 4pm. To learn more about 
Cordwood, visit <thecordwoodstudio.com>. Find 
details about Kiwi Gardens at <kiwigardens.ca>.

And back to Paul with some final words: “When 
people come to Art in the Garden, the simple abun-
dance of Kiwi transforms into a magical event. I would 
like to thank all of you for your support and for your 

appreciation of the art, artists, and gardens. 
For 27 years I’ve watched in wonder as this 
diverse community comes together for Art 
in the Garden, smiling and sharing the joyful 
pleasures of a day outside. Fresh air, plants, 
people, music, art and food make a great 
garden party… and by the way, the plants 
look so good with an audience!”

Tickets to Art in the Garden can be pur-
chased for $5 in advance through Tickets 
Please (TicketsPlease.ca, 485–6434) or for 
$10 at the door. Additionally, parking is 
available for $5 per car (also available in 
advance from Tickets Please). This year, to 
celebrate the addition of the Sunday Medi-
eval market, visitors to Art in the Garden 
on Friday or Saturday will be offered free re-
entry on Sunday so they won’t miss out on 
the magic of the Sunday Medieval Market 
at Kiwi Gardens!

This year’s Art in the Garden, which runs from 
June 14–16 at Kiwi Gardens near Perth, will feature 

a special Medieval Market on Sunday the 16th
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Maggie’s Getting Married, the hilarious play 
by Norm Foster, will be on at the Station 
Theatre in Smiths Falls this June. This comedy 
about family and the tensions that come from 
a whirlwind wedding features a fantastic cast 
of characters and constant laughs.

Just returning from the wedding rehearsal, 
everybody has an opinion about Maggie and 
Russell (Josie Diepitro and Jesse Gibson). 
The Duncan family kitchen becomes the 
hub where each member of the family gets 
to have their say, including parents Cass and 
Tom Duncan (Viki Graham and Rob Glas), 
wild sister Wanda (Shannon Riley), and her 
new actor boyfriend (Taylor Gilligan).

As the rehearsal dinner winds down and 
the drinks keep flowing, honest talks reveal 
how this family really feels about the upcom-
ing wedding. With reflections on marriages, 

Maggie’s Getting 
Married at

The Station Theatre
growing older, sibling rivalry and expecta-
tions, this comedy has non-stop laughs as 
some truths come to light… like when older 
sister Wanda discovers that she knows the 
groom a little better than Maggie would like 
her to.

Shows take place on June 14, 15, 20, 21 and 
22 at 7:30pm, with 2pm matinées on June 16 
and 23. Tickets are $24 for adults, $10 for 
students, and can be purchased at Special 
Greetings (8 Russell Street in Smiths Falls), 
online from <smithsfallstheatre.com> or by 
phone (283–0300) with credit card. If tickets 
are still available, they can be purchased a 
half-hour before showtime, at the door. Please 
note that Sunday matinees fill up the quickest. 
Check out all that is happening at The Station 
Theatre at <smithsfallstheatre.com>.

Maggie’s Getting Married opens in Smiths Falls on June 14



2024events
ALMONTE FARMERS MARKET 

(SATURDAY MORNINGS)

BUS FUSION

AGH RUN FOR WOMEN’S & NEWBORN

HEALTH

SOLSTICE EVENT

MULTICULTURAL POTLUCK

CANADA DAY EVE (PAKENHAM)

CANADA DAY (ALMONTE)

5 WEDNESDAYS IN JULY

CELTFEST

ALMONTE CRAFT BEER FEST

CAR TOOT BINGO (WEDNESDAYS)

PUPPETS UP

NAISMITH 3X3 BASKETBALL TOURN.

NORTH LANARK HIGHLAND GAMES

ALMONTE FAIR

FIBREFEST

AUGUSTAFEST

DOORS OPEN MISSISSIPPI MILLS

TRUTH & RECONCILIATION EVENT

CROWN & PUMPKIN STUDIO TOUR

CHRISTMAS IN THE VALLEY ARTISAN

SHOW

CHEERFULLY MADE HOLIDAY MARKET

LIGHT UP THE NIGHT

PAKENHAM SANTA CLAUS PARADE

ALMONTE CHRISTMAS PARADE

KINTAIL COUNTRY CHRISTMAS

MAY-OCT.

JUNE 7-9

JUNE 8

JUNE 20

JUNE 28

JUNE 30

JULY 1

JULY

JULY 5-7

JULY 26

AUGUST

AUG. 9-11

AUG. 10

AUG. 24

SEPT. 6-8

SEPT. 7-8

SEPT. 14

SEPT. 22

SEPT. 30

OCT. 12-13

NOV. 2-3

NOV. 30-1

DEC. 6

DEC. 7

DEC. 8

DEC. 14

M I S S I S S I P P I  M I L L S

For more information about
these events and more visit:
mississippimills.ca/events
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Get ready to immerse yourself in a day of historic 
architecture and charming town and country garden 
retreats at CFUW Perth and District’s Home and 
Garden Tour.

“Our inaugural event offers you a full-day journey 
through captivating homes and gardens nestled in 
and around town, each showcasing the talents of 
our creative community,” says Home & Garden Tour 
chair Nancy Chevrier. 

Each $30 ticket “gives guests a wonderful opportu-
nity to enjoy these properties while contributing to a 
very worthwhile cause,” adds club president Marlene 
Starkman. “All of the proceeds support our Education 
Awards fund, helping women of Lanark County pursue 
a post-secondary education, and our donations to 
local advocacy and education activities.”

With the flexibility to explore at your own pace, 
guests will have the chance to visit two enchanting 
homes, along with 11 meticulously curated gardens. 
Notably, five of these gardens are proudly maintained 
by members of the Perth Horticultural Society, show-
casing their dedication and expertise in horticulture.

Plan to stop a bit longer at select houses to listen to 
live music — piano, guitar, cello, violin and flute — and 
enjoy original oil, acrylic and watercolour paintings, as 

Home & Garden Tour
CFUW Perth & District Tour Features Stunning Homes and Gardens

well as stained glass. A catered Garden Picnic Lunch 
featuring an assortment of sandwiches, desserts and 
cold drinks can be pre-purchased for $20. Lunch will 
be waiting for you Stop #7!

Also at Stop #7, be sure to participate in the raffle of 
enticing items generously donated by local businesses. 

The tour takes place on Saturday, July 6, and tickets 
are available from Tickets Please (TicketsPlease.ca, 
485–6434) as well as four locations in Perth: Fall 
River Fashions, Fashion Envy, Kelly’s Flowers and 
Gifts Boutique, and Mariposa Design Inc. Contact 
Liz at 647–532–6888 to reserve your ticket or with 
questions. Act fast, as availability is limited!

The Home and Garden Tour is CFUW Perth & 
District’s first major fundraiser since Covid, and sym-
bolizes a renewed commitment to community engage-
ment and support. Proceeds from ticket sales, business 
sponsorships and charitable donations contribute to 
funding university, college and post-secondary educa-
tion for local women. Since 1999, Perth and District 
CFUW has distributed over $240,275 in Education 
Awards to 195 deserving recipients, empowering 
individuals to pursue their educational aspirations.

The CFUW Education Awards are the reason many 
businesses owners and community partners are spon-
sors for the tour, as it aligns with their commitment 
to community development and charitable causes. 
Organizers extend their sincere gratitude to the local 
businesses whose generosity and support have made 
this event possible. 

For more information and to stay updated on the 
latest news, find them on Instagram and Facebook, 
and at <cfuwperthhomeandgarden.org>. To learn 
more about what CFUW Perth & District does in 
the community, visit <cfuwperth.org>. Together, let’s 
embark on a memorable journey of discovery, inspira-
tion, and philanthropy.

Tickets are on sale now for the July 6 tour in Perth and area
that supports education awards for young women in Lanark



Claiming 
Column

Festivals  
FaeryFest, Jun 22.  Vendors, mermaid show, 

come dressed as faeries. Perth Legion. 
angelaanweiler@gmail.com

Literature 
Book launch with Amanda West Lewis, 

Jun 2, 2pm.  A Planet is a Poem. The Book 
Nook, Perth. thebooknookperth.com

Smiths Falls Library Book Sale, Jun 8, 
9am–1pm. Smiths Falls Public Library. kathy-
deutekom@gmail.com

Delve — Author Conversation, Jun 12, 
6:30pm.  Margaret Macpherson, presented 
by Almonte Readers & Writers. Equator 
Coffee, Almonte. PWYC from Tickets 
Please.ca. almontereadersandwriters.org

Silent Book Club, Jun 26, 6pm. Quiet reading; 
mingle if you wish. RVSP.  Bridge Masters 
Brewing Co, Perth. sbcperth.ticketleap.com

Local Food 
Taste of the County, Jun 3, 6–9pm. Food, 

wine & beer tasting gala, with auction for 
Therapeutic Riding Program. Stonefields 
CP. $25. trgala2024.connectwell.ca

Vodkow Distillery Markets, Jun 9, 10am–
3pm. Makers, growers, singers & more. Dairy 
Distillery, Almonte. dairydistillery.com

Dandyfest, Jun 15, 10am–2pm.  Local food and 
healthy living celebration. Dandelion Foods, 
Almonte. dandelionfoods.ca

Curds & Cooks, Jun 29, 11am-6pm. Local 
artisan food & drink vendors, live music. 
Back Forty Cheese. artisancheese.ca

Visual Arts 
Mississippi Wood Carvers, Tuesdays 1–3pm.  

Drop in to share ideas and learn. Orchard 
View by the Mississippi, Almonte. 601-2148

JB Arts Anniversary Party, Jun 1, 10am.  
Outdoor demos, free face painting, and 
prize draws. JB Arts, Almonte. jbarts.ca

Red Trillium Studio Tour, Jun 1–2, 10am–
4pm. Many artists & studios in West Car-
leton. See redtrilliumst.com for map

Meet the Artists, Jun 2, 2–4pm. Meet Deborah 
Arnold and Sherry Park. Sivarulrasa Gallery, 
Almonte. sivarulrasa.com

Family Paint Party: Paint Nite, Jun 6 & 
20, 6:30pm. With Joyce of Art Creative. The 
Locks Restaurant, Perth

Meet the Artist, Jun 7, 5-8pm. Franc van 
Oort’s watercolours. Riverguild, Perth. 
riverguild.com

Fundraising Art & Craft Sale for CPAWS, 
Jun 8, 10am–5:30pm.  Ottawa Valley Conser-
vation fundraising art sale with live music & 
food truck. Valley Artisan’s Co-op Gallery, 
Deep River. valleyartisans.com

Meet the Artist, June 13. Carell Sjoberg-
Farmer. Fairview Manor. Free. almontehos-
pitalfoundation.com

Art in the Garden, Jun 14–16, 9am–5pm.  Gar-
den art & inspiration. Kiwi Gardens, Perth. 
$5 from TicketsPlease.ca / $10 at the gate

Meet the Artist, Jun 22, 10am. Patrick John 
Mills solo show Call Me Crazy opening. Art 
Factory, Renfrew. liveloveartfactory.com

WHAT’S ON IN
Trevor James, Almonte, July 3
Rum Ragged, Almonte, July 5
Almonte Celtfest, July 5-7
CFUW Home & Garden Tour, Perth, 
July 6
Perth Antique Show & Sale, July 6 & 7
Ball & Chain, Almonte, July 10
Vickie Brittle, Almonte, July 17
Stewart Park Festival, Perth, July 19-21
Matt Dickson, Almonte, July 24
Almonte Craft Beer Fest, July 26
Haonobeko, Almonte, July 31
Puppets Up!, Almonte, Aug 9-11
Killaloe Fair, Aug 9-11
Highland Games, Almonte, Aug 10
The Enchanted Bookshop, Smiths Falls, 
Aug 16-25
Almonte Fair, Sep 6-8
Fibrefest, Almonte, Sep 7 & 8
Augustafest, Almonte, Sep 14
Doors Open Mississippi Mills, Sep 22
Perth Autumn Studio Tour, Oct 12-13
Crown & Pumpkin Studio Tour, Mis-
sissippi Mills, Oct 12-13
Laugh Out Loud, Perth, Oct 17-20
The Wizard is… Odd!?, Almonte, Nov 
8-17

Natives & Clay, Jun 22–23, 10am–4pm. A 
sale of native plants and pottery in a 
woodland setting. Pine Ridge Studio, Carp. 
pine-ridge.ca

Rideau Lakes Studio Tour, Jun 29–30.  A 
free, self-guided studio tour. Rideau Lakes 
area. rideaulakesstudiotour.ca

Theatre 
Bruce Fummey: Stories of Scotland, 

Jun 1, 8–10pm. Studio Theatre Perth. $40. 
studiotheatreperth.com

Film Club Fridays presents The Old 
Oak, Jun 7, 2 & 7pm. studiotheatreperth.
com. Studio Theatre Perth. $12 at the door

The Diefenbunker presents Dief the 
Chief: October ’62, Jun 14–15, 4:30, 7:30 
& 9:30pm.  Immersive theatrical production. 
Carp. $55 must purchase in advance. dief-
enbunker.ca/events/dief-the-chief-2024-1

Maggie’s Getting Married, Jun 14, 15, 20, 
21 & 22 at 7:30pm; Jun 16 & 23 at 2pm. 
A comedy by Norm Foster. The Station 
Theatre, Smiths Falls. Adults $24, Students 
$10. smithsfallstheatre.com

The Paddling Puppeteer: Deep in the 
Canadian Wood, Jun 16, 1pm. Puppet Show. 
Heritage House Museum, Smiths Falls. 
$5 children under 12, and $7 for adults. 
smithsfalls.ca/heritage-house

The Perils of Persephone, Jun 20, 21, 27 & 28 
at 7:30pm; Jun 22, 23, 29 & 30 at 2pm.  Studio 
Theatre Perth. TicketsPlease.ca, 485-6434

Youth 
Camp Lau-Ren Open House, Jun 8, 11am–

2pm.Laurentian Hills. Free. camplau-ren.com
Kid Fish, Jun 15, 8am.  Catch/release. Aged 15 

& under. Perth Legion. Free. perth.ca/events
Books for Kids, Jun 15, 10am.  Amanda West 

Lewis & Kerry Lyn Sparrow. Almonte Li-
brary. Free. almontereadersandwriters.org

Music 
Live! @ the Library Featuring CR5 

Bluegrass, Jun 2, 2:30pm.  Bluegrass in 
the Almonte Library garden. $20 plus fees 
through Tickets Please.ca, 485-6434

Open Mic, Tuesdays 5–8pm.  The Crossing Pub, 
Sharbot Lake. sharbotlakeinn.com

Barn Dance, May 31, 7–11pm. With The Com-
muters. Ecotay, Perth. $30. ecotay.ca

The Good Lovelies, May 31, 7:30pm.  Studio 
Theatre Perth. $51 studiotheatreperth.com

Old Tyme Country Dinner Dance, Jun 
2, 2–6pm. 5pm buffet. Musicians welcome. 
Clayton Community Centre. Adults $18 / 
Children 6-10: $8. 256-0740

Spring Concert “Swingin’ into Spring”, 
Jun 2, 2pm. Carambeck Community Centre. 
$15 / under 12 Free. facebook.com/cpadcb

An Evening with Campbell & Johnston, 
Jun 5, 7pm.  Halifax Blues-Rock power duo. 
Oakfield Rugby Park, Perth. TicketsPlease.
ca, 485-6434

Ali McCormick, Jun 7, 7pm. Ferguson’s Falls 
Community Hall. $25 plus fees from Tick-
etsPlease.ca. www/commjustice.org

Heartbroken, Jun 8, 8pm. Tribute to Tom 
Petty and the Heartbreakers. 19+. Cash 
bar. Farrell Hall, Perth. $34 in advance 
(TicketsPlease.ca), $39 at the door

Motown Dance Party, Jun 8, 7:30pm. W/
Heatwave, Stewart Park Festival fundraiser. 
Crystal Palace, Perth. $30. bit.ly/SPF-Kickoff

Blue Skies Fiddle Orchestra ‘Jamathon’, 
Jun 8, 12–5pm. Fundraising play-along. Ma-
berly Community Hall. 278-2448

Jamboree, Jun 9, 1–5:30pm.  Live country mu-
sic and meal. Perth Civitan Club. $20 dinner 
& dance, $10 dance. civitanclubofperth.com

Music at Mera: The Wanted, Jun 9, 2pm. 
MERA Schoolhouse, McDonalds Corners. 
$30 from TicketsPlease.ca, 485-6434

Perth Citizens’ Band Summer Pops 
Concert, Jun 9, 2pm.  Bring lawn chair. Rain 
or shine. Crystal Palace, Perth. perthband.
ca/events

Notes for Nature, Jun 14, 7:30pm.  An evening 
of Earth-themed music. Maberly Commu-
nity Hall. $10. mmlt.ca

Evening of Music in Junction Station 
Park, Jun 17, 7:30pm. Carleton Junction, 
CP. Free. CP Community Band. Donation 
appreciated. facebook.com/cpadcb

Music Night featuring Emily Jean Flack, 
Jun 20, 7pm. Snow Road Community Cen-
tre, Snow Road Station. $15 adv / $18 at 
the door. snowroadcommunitycentre.com

A Celtic Summer Sing-Along, Jun 21, 
7pm. Presented by Tripoly & Grenville 
Troubadours. Trinity United Church SF, 
Smiths Falls. $20 Advance; $25 cash at door. 
secretary@trinityunitedsf.ca

Univox Choir: The Beauty of a Summer 
Night, Jun 21, 8pm. St. Paul’s United - Perth. 
By donation. voxchoirs.com

Music in the Barn: Sherman Downey, Jun 
22, 2pm. Celebrate the Summer Solstice 
with upbeat East Coast tunes. Farmgate 
Cider, Arnprior. $25. farmgatecider.ca

Music at Mera: Duo Cecilia, Jun 23, 2pm. 
A fusion of French elegance and musical 
virtuosity. MERA Schoolhouse, McDonalds 
Corners. $30 from TicketsPlease.ca

Carleton Place Musical Tattoo, Jun 23, 
12pm. Massed and individual band perfor-
mances, highland dancers. CP Legion
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 Strawberry Social and Genealogy 
Day, Middleville

 Jon McLurg, The Cove
 Taste of the County, Carleton Place

 Mississippi Wood Carvers, Almonte
 Open Mic, Sharbot Lake
 Ashton United Church community 

breakfast, Ashton
 Eric Uren & Meghan Balogh, The Cove

 Wings ‘n Tunes Wednesdays, The Cove
 CP Horticultural Society Meeting, 

Carleton Place 
 MFNC Monthly Meeting, Arnprior
 An Evening with Campbell & 

Johnston, Perth
 Rural Villages and Rural Vitality, 

Pakenham

 Doug Didge Vanderhorden, The Cove
 Family Paint Party: Paint Nite, Perth
 Union Hall AGM, Almonte

 Jon McLurg, The Cove
 Mississippi Wood Carvers, Almonte
 Open Mic, Sharbot Lake
 Eric Uren & Meghan Balogh, The Cove

 Wings ‘n Tunes Wednesdays, The Cove
 Delve — Author Conversation, 

Almonte

 RetroKings feat. David Cliff, The Cove
 Gunning & Cormier, Neat Coffee Shop

 Patrick Dorie & Andrew Ivens, The 
Cove

 Almonte Quilters Guild Potluck, 
Almonte

 Evening of Music in Junction Station 
Park, Carleton Place

 Mississippi Wood Carvers, Almonte
 Open Mic, Sharbot Lake
 Eric Uren & Meghan Balogh, The Cove
 Ashton United Church community 

breakfast, Ashton

 Wings ‘n Tunes Wednesdays, The Cove
 Pakenham Horticultural Meeting, 

Pakenham

 Maggie’s Getting Married, Smiths Falls
 Summer Solstice Night Market, 

Almonte
 Summer Solstice Celebration, Almonte
 Workshop: Hot Water Heating 

Systems, Smiths Falls
 Family Paint Party: Paint Nite, Perth
 Music Night featuring Emily Jean 

Flack, Snow Road Station
 Yuk Yuk’s Comedy Night, The Cove
 The Perils of Persephone, Perth

 Jon McLurg, The Cove

 Mississippi Wood Carvers, Almonte
 Open Mic, Sharbot Lake
 Eric Uren & Meghan Balogh, The Cove
 ConnectWell Community Health 

AGM, Carleton Place
 Guatemala Stove Project AGM, Perth
 Music Trivia, Almonte

 Wings ‘n Tunes Wednesdays, The Cove
 Silent Book Club, Perth

 The Perils of Persephone, Perth
 Brock Zeman, Carleton Place
 Social Swing Dance with Revival 

Swing, Almonte
 The Brother Moves On, Neat Coffee 

Shop
 Jazz with Spencer Evans Trio, The Cove

General Fine Craft in Almonte presents new works by Andrea Vuletin (pottery), Alexi Hunter (blown glass), and Diane Lemire (silk scarves) 
<generalfinecraft.com>

Riverguild Fine Crafts presents new watercolours by Franc van Oort [from June 8] <riverguild.com>
The Art Factory in Renfrew presents Call Me Crazy, a solo show by Patrick John Mills [from June 19] <liveloveartfactory.com>
Mississippi Valley Textile Museum in Almonte presents Net-Work, an exhibition by Adrian Baker [to July 6] <mvtm.ca>
Sivarulrasa Gallery in Almonte presents Deborah Arnold: Touchstone, An Invitation and Sherry Park: Portraits <sivarulrasa.com>
The Corridor Gallery of the Almonte Library presents jewellery and watercolours by Virginia Ross
Alice’s Village Café in Carp presents works by Margaret Ferraro <alicesvillagecafe.com>
Friends of the Mississippi Mills Public Library present an online Auction Concoction fundraiser [Jun 10-21] <32auctions.com/FMMPL2024>
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Music Trivia, Jun 25, 6:30pm. Ottawa Valley 
Coffee Almonte. $15. ottawavalleycoffee.ca

Brock Zeman, Jun 27, 7pm.  Folk music, local 
treats and art. Carleton Place Gallery. $30 
from TicketsPlease.ca, 485-6434

Social Swing Dance with Revival Swing, 
Jun 27, 7–9pm. Intro lesson followed by so-
cial dance. Hillside Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, Almonte. $5 cash. Facebook

Ecotay Barn Dance with Double Back!, 
Jun 28, 7pm. Enjoy live music from local tal-
ent. Ecotay, Perth. $25, ecotay.ca

Desert Lake with Lorrie Sutterlin, Jun 29, 
8–11pm. Harry McLean’s Pub, Merrickville. 
Free. lorriesutterlin@yahoo.com

Lonesome George, Jun 29, 7:30pm. Song-
writing duo from Belfast. Sivarulrasa Gal-
lery, Almonte. $44. TicketsPlease.ca

Pub Listings
Bowie’s (Smiths Falls):  Wed Where is my 

Mind Trivia, 8-10pm (sign-up online); Thu 
Open Stage, 8pm (casual sign-up); Fri original 
live music 8:30 & 11:30pm

May 31 The Friday Show, 8:30pm

Urban Angus Steak & Wine (Arnprior, 
558-5050)
May 31 CA & Sonny Folk Show, 6–9pm. 

The Cove (Westport, 273-3636): 5-8pm unless 
noted; Mon Jon McClurg; Tue Eric Uren & 
Meghan Balogh; Wed Wings ‘n Tunes w/
Shawn McCullough; Sat Patio Music; Sun 
Head Over Heels
Jun 1 Matt Dickson 
Jun 6 Doug Didge Vanderhorden, $15
Jun 7 Amanda Keeley Trio
Jun 8 Young Petty Stones, 7–11pm. , $85 
Dinner, Show + Donation to Westport 
Food Bank
Jun 13 RetroKings feat. David Cliff
Jun 14 Tyler Kealey, 6pm

Jun 17 Patrick Dorie & Andrew Ivens
Jun 20 Yuk Yuk’s Comedy Night 7pm, $80 
+ HST Dinner + Show
Jun 21 Chris Murphy,
Jun 27 Jazz with Spencer Evans Trio, 8pm, 
$10
Jun 28 Matt Dickson
Jun 30 Pre-Canada Day Party, 7–11pm. 
$85 + HST Dinner, Show + Donation to 
Westport Food

St. James Gate (Carleton Place, 257-7530)
May 31 Robert Van Wyngaarden
Jun 7 Cait St. Clair
Jun 14 Lee & Andy
Jun 21 Mitch Desilets
Jun 28 Johhny Franco

Westport Brewing Co. (Westport, 273-
2739): Tunes on Tap, 2-4pm

Jun 1 Mellow Lily
Jun 8 Dave Balfour
Jun 15 Scott Owen
Jun 22 Deborah Lynn

Neat Coffee Shop (Burnstown, 433-9960): 
8pm

May 31 Daniel Romano’s Outfit, $45
Jun 13 Gunning & Cormier, $45
Jun 14 Brother Elsey, $30
Jun 27 The Brother Moves On, $38
Jun 28 MOONRIIVR, $30

Community  
Beatlejuice, Jun 1, 4pm. Opening of Beatlema-

nia, 60th anniversary of Beatles records in 
SF. Live music from 4-6. Heritage House 
Museum. smithsfalls.ca/heritagehouse

Perth Pride Parade & Fair, Jun 1, 3:30pm.  
Walk from Stewart School to Last Duel 
Park; vendors and entertainment. Down-
town Perth. queerconnectionlanark.ca

Open House & Dalhousie Library Grand 
Reopening, Jun 2, 12–4pm.  Proceeds sup-
port of the historic Dalhousie Library & 
Museum. Watsons Corners Community 
Centre, Lanark. Free. 259-5454

Hike for Hospice, Jun 2, 10am.  Raising funds 
for hospice palliative care in the area. Crys-
tal Palace, Perth. thehospicehub.ca

Perth Triathlon, Jun 2. Beginners & seasoned 
pros. Perth Indoor Pool. perth.ca/events

Strawberry Social and Genealogy Day, 
Jun 3, 12–4pm.  Middleville Museum. By 
donation. middlevillemuseum.org

Ashton United Church community 
breakfast, Jun 4 & 18, 9–11:30am. Fund-
raiser for the CP Hospital. Ashton United 
Church. Freewill offering. 791-6246

Carleton Place & District Horticultural 
Society Meeting, Jun 5, 7pm. Zion-Memo-
rial United Church, CP . Membership $15, 
Visitors $5. cphorticulture.ca

MFNC Monthly Meeting, Jun 5, 7pm.  
Monthly meeting. Arnprior Curling Club. 
Non-members: $5. mfnc.ca

Rural Villages and Rural Vitality, Jun 5, 
7:30pm. St. Andrew’s United Church, Pak-
enham. Free. mississippimills.ca

Union Hall AGM, Jun 6, 7–9pm.  Catch up on 
Hall news and upcoming projects. Union 
Hall, Almonte. 256-2277

Bowl & Mingle, Jun 7, 7–9pm.  Lanark County 
Pride event, fundraiser for Capital Rainbow 
Refuge. The Spare Room Bowling Alley, 
Perth. queerconnectionlanark.ca

Workshop: Electric Vehicles, Jun 8, 10:30am.  
Information about all aspects of EVs. 
Almonte Library. Registration required at 
TicketsPlease.ca. climatenetworklanark.ca

AGH Run/Walk for Women’s and 
Newborn Health, Jun 8, 8am. Register 
at aghfvmf.givecloud.co. Almonte General 
Hospital. $50 individual or $150 family or 
team. almontehospitalfoundation.com

EcoFest Westport, Jun 8, 10am–3pm.  Work-
shops, playshops, speakers on environmen-
tal issues. Lockwood Park, Westport. Free. 
facebook.com/BetterTogetherCircle

Garden Showing for Ukraine, Jun 8, 1–5pm 
(raindate June 9).  Tour the extensive gar-
dens, sample authentic Ukrainian cuisine, 
donate to help the people of Ukraine. 15 
Carmichael Road, Braeside. By donation

Wellness/Holistic Fair, Jun 8, 10am–4pm.  
Artisan Village at the Falls, Smiths Falls. Free. 
iambyveronica@gmail.com

BIA Kick-off to Summer Event, Jun 8, 
10am–4pm.  Full day of family-friendly activi-
ties. Stewart Park, Perth. Free

Psychic Tea Party Perth, Jun 8, 12pm. Tea 
Leaf Reading. Best Western Parkside Inn, 
Perth. $44

Community Yard Sale, Jun 8, 8am. St. 
Andrew’s United Church, Pakenham. 
850-6679

Beckwith Heritage Days, Jun 8, 9am–6pm.  A 
day full of activity and fun! Beckwith Park. 
Free. events@twp.beckwith.on.ca

Mason Flatla from Ottawa Pride Hock-
ey, Jun 8, 1–3pm. Perth & District Union 
Library. Free. queerconnectionlanark.ca

Memorial Installation Ceremony, Jun 
15, 1pm. Canadian Library installation for 
murdered and missing Indigenous women 
and girls and 2SLGBTQQTIA+ people. 
Almonte. Free. Register at eventbrite.ca

Almonte Quilters Guild Potluck, Jun 17, 
6pm. Almonte Civitan Hall. almontequil-
tersguild.ca

Pakenham Horticultural Meeting, Jun 19, 
7pm. Brenda Deugo-Mills on Photograph-
ing your garden. St. Andrew’s, Pakenham. 
gardenontario.org/society-listing/entry/51

Workshop: Hot Water Heating Systems, 
Jun 20, 6:30pm. Smiths Falls Community 
Centre. Register at TicketsPlease.ca. cli-
matenetworklanark.ca

Summer Solstice Celebration, Jun 20, 6pm.  
A National Indigenous People’s Day event 
with drumming, singing, craft making and 
games. Riverfront Estates Park, Almonte. 
Free. mmallmyrelations.ca

Summer Solstice Night Market, Jun 20, 
5–9pm. Food, drink, specials, entertainment. 
Almonte. destinationalmonte.com

MMYC AGM & Community BBQ, Jun 21, 
4pm. Proceeds to the Mississippi Mills Youth 
Centre. Mississippi Mills Youth Centre, 
Almonte. Free / By donation. mmyc.ca

Fundraiser Yard Sale, Jun 22–23, 8am.  Trea-
sures to support local hospitals. Ashton 
United Church. Free. 791-6246

Community Day, Jun 22, 10am. Mural 
unveiling, art demos and displays. MERA 
Schoolhouse, McDonalds Corners. mera-
schoolhouse.org

Wheels on the Mississippi Car Show, 
Jun 23, 9am–2pm. BBQ, 50/50 and prizes. 
facebook.com/CarletonPlaceLionsClub. 
Riverside Park, Carleton Place. $15

Strawberry Social, Jun 23, 2–4pm. Berries, 
cake, whipped cream, music. North Lanark 
Regional Museum, Appleton. $15. 257-8503

Guatemala Stove Project AGM, Jun 25, 
5:30pm. Celebrating 25 years of helping 
Mayan families by building efficient masonry 
cookstoves. Coutts & Company, Perth. 
guatemalastoveproject.org

ConnectWell Community Health AGM, 
Jun 25, 3pm.  Everyone welcome. Connect-
Well Community Health - Carleton Place. 
connectwell.ca

Multicultural Potluck, Jun 28, 5–9pm.  Food, 
music & entertainment on lower Mill 
Street. Email  inclusionprojectmm@gmail.
com to bring food. BYO dishes & cutlery. 
Downtown Almonte. Free

What Now, Lanark County Bus Trip, Jun 
28, 12:30pm. Bus trip to Barry’s Bay, discus-
sion and vigil commemorating work to end 
violence against women. whatnowlanark-
county@gmail.com. By donation

Annual BBQ & Strawberry Social with 
Bake Sale, Jun 29, 11:30am–1:30pm.  
Guthrie United Church, Clayton. 259-9132

Mississippi Valley Textile Museum AGM, 
Jun 29, 2pm. All welcome; members vote. 
Textile Museum, Almonte. mvtm.ca

Sunday Market, Jun 30, 10am–3pm.  50+ 
vendors plus food, drinks and music. Ecotay, 
Perth. Free entry. ecotay.ca

Canada Day Eve, Jun 30. Parade, live music, 
and kids’ activities. Stewart Community 
Centre, Pakenham. mississippimills.ca
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 CA & Sonny Folk Show, Urban Angus
 Robert Van Wyngaarden, Carleton Place
 Barn Dance, Perth
 The Good Lovelies, Perth
 Daniel Romano’s Outfit, Neat Coffee Shop
 The Friday Show, Bowie’s

 JB Arts Anniversary Party, Almonte
 Red Trillium Studio Tour, West Carleton
 Mellow Lily, Westport Brewing Co.
 Perth Pride Parade & Fair, Perth
 Beatlejuice, Smiths Falls
 Matt Dickson, The Cove
 Bruce Fummey: Stories of Scotland, Perth

 Red Trillium Studio Tour, West Carleton
 Hike for Hospice, Perth
 Open House & Dalhousie Library Grand Reopening, 

Lanark
 Book launch with Amanda West Lewis, Perth
 Old Tyme Country Dinner Dance, Clayton
 Spring Concert “Swingin’ into Spring”, Carleton Place
 Meet the Artists, Almonte
 Live! @ the Library Featuring CR5 Bluegrass, 

Almonte
 Head Over Heels, The Cove
 Perth Triathlon, Perth

 Meet the Artist, Perth
 Film Club Fridays presents The Old Oak, Perth
 Amanda Keeley Trio, The Cove
 Bowl & Mingle, Perth
 Ali McCormick, Ferguson’s Falls
 Cait St. Clair, Carleton Place

 EcoFest Westport          Com. Yard Sale, Pakenham
 AGH Run/Walk for Women’s Health, Almonte
 Motown Dance Party; Kick-Off to Summer, Perth
 Heartbroken, Perth
 Beckwith Heritage Days
 Smiths Falls Library Book Sale, Smiths Fall
 Wellness/Holistic Fair, Smiths Falls
 Fundraising Art & Craft Sale for CPAWS, Deep River
 Workshop: Electric Vehicles, Almonte
 Camp Lau-Ren Open House, Laurentian Hills
 Psychic Tea Party, Perth
 Blue Skies Fiddle Orchestra ‘Jamathon’, Maberly
 Garden Showing for Ukraine, Braeside
 Mason Flatla from Ottawa Pride Hockey, Perth 
 Young Petty Stones, The Cove

 Head Over Heels, The Cove
 Vodkow Distillery Markets, Almonte
 Jamboree, Perth
 Music at Mera: The Wanted, McDonalds Corners
 Perth Citizens’ Band Summer Pops Concert, Perth

 Art in the Garden, Perth
 The Diefenbunker presents Dief the Chief: October 

’62, Carp
 Tyler Kealey, The Cove
 Lee & Andy, Carleton Place
 Notes for Nature, Maberly
 Maggie’s Getting Married, Smiths Falls
 Brother Elsey, Neat Coffee Shop

 Art in the Garden, Perth
 The Diefenbunker presents Dief the Chief: October 

’62, Carp
 Maggie’s Getting Married, Smiths Falls
 Kid Fish, Perth
 Dandyfest, Almonte
 Books for Kids, Almonte
 Memorial Installation Ceremony, Almonte
 Scott Owen, Westport Brewing Co.
 Patio Music, The Cove

 Head Over Heels, The Cove
 Art in the Garden, Perth
 Maggie’s Getting Married, Smiths Falls
 The Paddling Puppeteer: Deep in the Canadian 

Wood, Smiths Falls

 Maggie’s Getting Married, Smiths Falls
 The Perils of Persephone, Perth
 MMYC AGM & Community BBQ, Almonte
 Chris Murphy, The Cove
 Mitch Desilets, Carleton Place
 A Celtic Summer Sing-Along, Smiths Falls
 Univox Choir: The Beauty of a Summer Night, Perth

 Maggie’s Getting Married, Smiths Falls
 Patio Music, The Cove
 The Perils of Persephone, Perth
 Fundraiser Yard Sale, Ashton
 Community Day, McDonalds Corners
 Call Me Crazy, Renfrew
 Natives & Clay, Carp
 Deborah Lynn, Westport Brewing Co.
 Music in the Barn: Sherman Downey, Arnprior
 FaeryFest, Perth

 Head Over Heels, The Cove
 Maggie’s Getting Married, Smiths Falls
 The Perils of Persephone, Perth
 Fundraiser Yard Sale, Ashton
 Natives & Clay, Carp
 Wheels on the Mississippi Car Show , Carleton Place
 Carleton Place Musical Tattoo, Carleton Place
 Strawberry Social, Appleton
 Music at Mera: Duo Cecilia, McDonalds Corners

 The Perils of Persephone, Perth
 What Now, Lanark County Bus Trip, Barry’s Bay
 Multicultural Potluck, Almonte
 Matt Dickson, The Cove
 Johnny Franco, Carleton Place
 Ecotay Barn Dance, Perth
 MOONRIIVR, Neat Coffee Shop

 Curds & Cooks, Mississippi Station
 Lonesome George, Almonte
 Rideau Lakes Studio Tour
 The Perils of Persephone, Perth
 Annual BBQ & Strawberry Social with Bake Sale, 

Clayton
 Mississippi Valley Textile Museum AGM, Almonte
 Desert Lake with Lorrie Sutterlin, Merrickville
 Patio Music, The Cove

 The Perils of Persephone, Perth
 Rideau Lakes Studio Tour
 Sunday Market, Perth
 Pre-Canada Day Party, The Cove
 Canada Day Eve, Pakenham

www.thehumm.comJune 2024 21



The CDCP is a dental insurance program funded by
the Government of Canada. If you’re 65 or older with a
family net income of less than $90,000 and no access
to private dental insurance you can apply. The new
federal plan covers a range of services, including
cleanings, fillings, extractions, dentures, and so much
more. If you qualify, a benefit card will be mailed to
you along with a letter indicating your coverage.

About the Program

Direct Billing

Booking is Easy

Once you receive you card,
visit us in person to schedule
your appointment.

We’ll bill directly to your new
insurance provider, meaning
you only pay the difference.

Want to
Apply?

Dentistry @ Almonte
Your Neighbourhood Dental Office

Dentistry @ Almonte
Your Neighbourhood Dental Office

613.667.2356451 Ottawa Street, Almonte
Located Beside Equator Coffee

613-256-5764
89 Mill St.  Almonte

Summer
in a bottle

SPECIALTY COOKWARE  |   KITCHEN GADGETS   |  UNIQUE GOURMET ITEMS  |  GIFT BASKETS

fine food, fun kitchen & artful dining ware

Need Answers
To Your Questions?
Just Ask.

www.swarbricklaw.ca

83 Little Bridge St.
Almonte

613–256–9811

Family Separation/Divorce
Mediation
Wills
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A Planet is a Poem
Author Amanda West Lewis Shoots 
for the Stars and Succeeds — Enchantingly!
“A planet is a poem,” Amanda West Lewis 
writes, in the opening pages of her latest book. 
“A poem is a planet.”

In A Planet Is a Poem, West Lewis’s ninth 
book, she makes a good case for why this is so.

“Actually, planetary scientists are some of the most 
poetic people around,” she notes. “They need to de-
scribe our solar system, but what they’ve discovered is 
so incredible, it’s almost impossible to find the words. 
So they try to capture your imagination using images 
and metaphors. Poets do that, too. Every poem is its 
own world filled with images, sounds and rhythms.”

In this fun, wondrous, illuminating and beautifully 
illustrated book, West Lewis invites 
children to see our solar system 
through the eyes of a poet. A Planet 
Is a Poem explores our cosmic home 
though 14 unique poems — from 
free verse to hip-hop, sonnets to ses-
tinas — that play with rhythm, style 
and form. It genuinely is a perfect 
blend of science and poetry.

It’s also a lot of fun. And a huge 
pleasure to read.

West Lewis fell in love with the 
planets when she went to the Hayden 
Planetarium as a child, but the idea 
for the book came to her just a few 
years back while listening to the CBC 
Radio show Quirks and Quarks.

“In 2015, they were reporting on 
new images we were getting from Pluto,” she explains. 
“Of course, Pluto has gotten a bit of a bad rap — it 
was a planet, then it wasn’t a planet, then it was. And 
now it isn’t. They’ve decided that it definitely falls into 
the category of ‘Dwarf Planet,’ which has nothing to 
do with its size, but rather its strange elliptical orbit.

“Anyway, I was feeling a bit of a bond with this un-
derdog, and when I heard that there is a heart-shaped, 
red plateau that seems to ‘beat’ with the movement 
of red dust, I fell in love. I happened to be studying 
a lot of poetic forms at the time, as part of an MFA 
program, and when I heard someone on CBC say 
that on Pluto there were ‘volcanoes of slow-moving 
nitrogen mud,’ I heard the iambic beat right away. 
One thing led to another, and I wrote a ‘Pantoum for 
Pluto.’ That poem didn’t end up in the book, but it got 
me started on the whole idea.” 

An idea she was wise to follow up on, as it turns 
out, because A Planet Is a Poem is a sheer delight 
from start to finish. The “great adventure” begins with 
a “Sonnet for the Solar System” called Our Family 
(which, among other things, poetically explains how 
planets are formed) and ends with the cosmically 
catchy Your Turn — a “Hip-hop Poem for Future 
Astronomers.” It’s not hard to imagine a parent, a 
grandparent or a teacher getting, oh, a bit carried 
away and jumping to their feet while reading the 
latter, which goes:

Years long past, people thought that our Earth 
was flat like a bath mat

Travel too far and you’d go splat, over the edge 
and that’d be that.

This whimsical, beat-bouncing poem is a bit of a 
collaboration, West Lewis says.

“I would have to confess that hip-hop is not my 
forte,” she makes clear. “Hip-hop scansion and rhythm 
aren’t in my background. But I recognize that it is one 
of the most pervasively sung and spoken poetic forms 
on the planet. I knew I wanted a hip-hop poem in 
there, and I knew it had to be a poem about chang-
ing minds, as well as a poem that was rooted in the 
‘neighbourhood.’ I also wanted it to be political.

“I wanted to explore the politics of thinking outside 
the box, which is essential in science. I read a lot, 
listened to a lot, and then turned to a few people 
for whom it is a much more familiar form. My son, 
Alexander Wynne-Jones, is a fabulous writer and was 
a DJ when he was in his twenties. Hip-hop is a sound 

that is in his DNA. I leaned on him 
for advice and guidance, and some 
good critique sessions!”

It was clear to me straightaway 
— and more so after reading a 
poem called A Planet for Craters 
Creative — that A Planet Is a 
Poem is both thoroughly enjoy-
able and a perfect teaching tool.

“That’s exactly what I wanted,” 
says West Lewis. “I had such fun 
with that, especially because of the 
Dr. Seuss connection, and wanting 
to emulate those rhythms.”

It was here that I accidentally 
happened upon one of the book’s 
neatest features: fold-out pages! 
There is a fold-out page to accom-

pany every poem, and they’re packed with fascinat-
ing facts about each planet, charming and vibrant 
illustrations, and easily understandable explanations 
of how each form of poetry works — from ballads to 
villanelles. The book is illustrated by Oliver Averill.

“I didn’t know Oliver’s work beforehand, but he 
was on a shortlist of people that was suggested to me,” 
West Lewis explains. “When I saw his work, I knew 
right away that he was the one.”

The book ends with an ingenious “Write Your Own 
Poem” section. West Lewis says she wanted to include 
an activity, with learning in mind.

“I think we all learn by doing,” she says, “and so I 
was delighted to include something that encourages 
young people to get viscerally involved… I’m always 
looking for ways to help people feel personally con-
nected to ideas and information.”

A Planet Is a Poem is a children’s book, but adults 
can learn a lot from it too. And that’s in keeping 
with the way West Lewis approaches her books, not 
dividing the world into age boxes.

“I write for everyone, on the assumption that people 
come to books from different perspectives and with 
different needs at different times,” she says. “I write from 
a place of personal discovery, and I think that if I, as an 
adult, am learning something new, then presumably 
lots of adults will also come on that journey with me.”

A Planet Is a Poem is available at The Book Nook 
in Perth, where Amanda will be holding a launch on 
Sunday, June 2 at 2pm, and should be on the shelves 
at a fine independent bookshop near you.

by John Pigeau
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Open Thursday to Sunday 11-5 until 
FINAL CLOSING JUNE 30

WE OFFER Bittersweet Gallery FOR SALE
with or without existing business

5 Leckie Lane Burnstown

Living, studio and retail space on 1.4 acres overlooking
the Madawaska River in the picturesque village of Burnstown.
Business offers a loyal customer base and expanding market

for a buyer who seeks a rewarding lifestyle in an idyllic village setting
less than one hour from the nation's capital enroute to Calabogie.

Serious enquiries: rjgillfogrun@gmail.com  613-432-5254

Cheryl Babineau & 
Richard Gill

are downsizing.
Bittersweet Gallery 
bids a fond farewell 
with a “Last Waltz”-
CLOSING OUT SALE

offering discounts up 
to 30% off on many 

gallery items.
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Do you love cut flowers? Are you con-
cerned about the carbon footprint of 
flowers flown half-way around the 
globe? Do you really need cut flowers 
twelve months of the year?

Welcome to the seasonal flower 
movement! I was intrigued by an 
article in the May  4 Globe and 
Mail titled Taking Root. It featured 
female entrepreneurs who are start-
ing flower farms on acreages of a 

quarter of an acre or less. It reported that 
hundreds of flower farms are sprouting up 
across North America, almost all female-led. 
Starting small allows women to accommo-
date all those other demands on their busy 
lives. The downside is that it can be very 
demanding. Some of the requirements are 
knowledge of horticulture skills, soil and pest 
management, marketing, bookkeeping and 
office management.

Recently I had the privilege of visiting the 
“microfarm” of local entrepreneur Breanne 
Gibson. She and her husband and three-year 

old daughter established Divine Colour Acres 
Flower Farmstead <divinecolouracres.ca> 
in 2021. The farm is a bucolic three-acre 
homestead, a short drive west of Almonte.

Their goal is to provide a healthy habitat 
for all life, including the microorganisms in 
the soil, bees, insects, and native pollinators. 
Half of their land is woodlands managed to 
increase native wildlife and pollinators. Plant-
ings include 50 varieties of flowers, 30 fruit 
trees, as well as many vegetables, culinary 
herbs, and medicinal herbs. Lawns have been 
transformed to fields to increase biodiversity.

The farm is very carefully designed with 
long rectangular permanent raised beds. 
Cultural practices are all organic and include 
no till, straw for cover, and using nitrogen 
fixers — field peas, oats and vetch for green 
crops. Sheep manure, mushroom compost 
and vermicompost are the only soil additives. 
The only pest controls are planting a diversity 
of plants together to support each other, and 
hand-picking pests when seen. Companion 
planting is used as well, especially in the 
vegetable gardens. Some good companions 
have proven to be basil, marigold and toma-
toes; cucumber and nasturtiums; fruit trees 
with comfrey; and lettuce and green onions.

A complementary and relatively new part 
of the business is the growing of natural dye 
plants that thrive in our soil and climate and 
offer a diverse range of colours. Some of the 
dye plants grown are coreopsis, chamomile, 
marigold, black hollyhock and black pin-
cushion. Some dyes are also harvested from 
trees and shrubs growing on the farmstead.

Breanne grew up in the mountains of 
British Columbia, closely connected to 
nature. Following a Master’s Degree in En-
vironmental Science, she served ten years 
in the Canadian military working as an en-

The Seasonal Flower Movement
vironmental analyst writing human health 
risk assessments for countries based on en-
vironmental factors including, soil, water, 
air and infectious diseases.

A two-year stint in central America, 
south-east Asia and eastern Africa was an 
immersion in eco-communities learning 
more about living in harmony with nature. 
Breanne also has a background in holistic 
nutrition, yoga, meditation and coaching. She 
has coached female entrepreneurs — helping 
them reach their potential, live a regenerative 
lifestyle, and reconnect to their true nature.

All that Breanne has learned and experi-
enced is apparent in the design and plantings 
on the farm. She sees Divine Colour Acres 
“as a regenerative hub — a place that plays 
a part in restoring our relationship with the 
land and all living beings and enhancing 
the living systems through ecological re-
generation. Regenerative actions enhance 
or accelerate the health and complexity of 
any living system — increasing resiliency, 
vitality and biodiversity. It means thinking, 
living, and leading from a place of creativity, 
connection, and health for the whole.”

Breanne has a very broad focus. She be-
lieves that by connecting through the beauty 
of flowers with the community, the farm will 
also be a place for families and children to 
understand where food comes from and the 
diverse environments it grows in, to learn to 
identify plant species for food and harvest 
medicine, and to create art.

She dreams of having a full-on food forest 
and more resiliency embedded in the land 
through regenerative systems. In a broader 
perspective, she hopes to witness a decrease 
in the separation between humans and el-
emental things, especially soil. She loves to 
get her hands dirty.

Breanne is slowly growing the business. 
Marketing so far has been primarily to neigh-
bours and friends. She is trying other ap-
proaches such as direct marketing to spas and 
medical offices for regular bouquets. There 
are several options for ordering and enjoying 
Breanne’s fresh flowers and other products 
such as soap, garlic and cakes. Her gorgeous 
website <divinecolouracres.ca> is very user-
friendly (and has beautiful photos of flowers).

So, do you want to support mass-pro-
duced, chemical-laden flowers shipped 
thousands of kilometres, or do you want 
to support your neighbour? Local Farmers’ 
Markets are a great place to find vendors of 
cut flowers. Many vegetable growers often 
grow a few flowers for the pollinators. I have 
found that many of my favourites sell out 
quickly, so best get there early. I have to keep 
reminding myself that there is much more to 
gardening than growing vegetables!

by David Hinks
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Divine Colour Acres Flower Farmstead 
produces gorgeous seasonal blooms



www.commjustice.org

Restorative Justice
Fundraising Concert Series

Tickets:
$25 (plus fees) from
TicketsPlease.ca

Ali McCormick

Friday, June 7, 7PM
Ferguson Falls Community Centre

Popular
singer/songwriter
The ‘Lioness of Lanark’ 

Featuring an eclectic varie�
of works for all ages and interests,

including graphic novels,
Indigenous fiction,

cu�ing-edge adult, young adult
and children's works.

Check out our website for
latest arrivals and new releases!

76 foster st, perth

sparkperth.ca
(613) 466-0555

ii

613 256 3754
3 Rosamond St. East,

 Almonte

The Mississippi Valley Textile Museum
invites you to attend their

Annual General Meeting
Saturday, June 29, 2024 at 2PM

Note: in order to vote at the Annual General Meeting
of  the MVTM you need to renew your membership or

become a member by Saturday, June 22, 2024.
(A membership form is available at www.mvtm.ca).
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I’m locked in battle with a chipmunk. The 
thing is so darn cute with its bright little eyes, 
straight-up tail, and bossy little chatter. I don’t 
know if it’s sharing the space under the front 
porch with the garter snake family that lives 
there or if it evicted the snakes, but it’s made 
itself a veritable mansion I think. And NO, 
I’m not crawling in there to inspect!

It’s really good at evading the dogs, running into the 
drainpipe when it’s threatened. Diva has trampled the 
peony, ripped out the grape hyacinths, and generally 
messed up that corner harassing the thing that, of 
course, will not come out and play. Our only recourse 
is to bring Diva in the house. However, that only 
lasts until she sees it again, and then it’s game on.

When it’s not at the front of the house, the 
chipmunk scoots around the back, under the 
deck, past the stairs and under the rain barrel. 
There’s a cavity there, just chipmunk size. No 
amount of discouragement will work for Diva, 
not treats, not activities. I swear the little thing 
curls up and sleeps, dreaming of ways to tantalize 
this poor dog.

I don’t know if it’s male or female, if there are 
babies somewhere or not. Last year there were 
babies, and the dogs wanted to play with them. 
The poor mother grabbed each little fluffball 
and carted it high up in a tree, one at a time, all 
four of them. “Ahh, aren’t they precious?” Yes, 
and haven’t they multiplied!

I’ve been tolerating the nonsense for a while, 
thinking the chipmunk might give up and move 
away, but it’s upped the competition. Two weeks 
ago, I found a small hole in the driveway. I 
scraped some gravel into the hole, and thought 
it was likely caused by rain. An hour later, the 
hole was open again. It was a small hole, but 
plenty big enough to trip one of the dogs, so I 
shovelled some gravel in there and really tamped 
it down solidly.

The next morning, there’s the hole again. 
More gravel and some stones poked well into 
the cavity. The chipmunk was still running into the 
drainpipe, so I wasn’t blaming it for the construction 
project. After all, it’s a pretty small rodent and that 
gravel is heavy. Further, I hadn’t caught it in the act, 
so was giving it the benefit of the doubt.

However, the hole was getting bigger every day, no 
matter what I did. I was afraid one of us might fall in 
it, so it was time to take proper action. I figured the 
only way to really finish the thing was to flush it out. 
I ran the hose into the hole and began the process of 
filling it to overflowing. Oh my, what I unleashed! The 
three dogs thought the running water was perfect for 
puddle play, and then they discovered that there was a 
BIG HOLE at the working end of the hose! They were 
in there nose-deep, mud sprayed everywhere, furious 

Invasion of the
Cute Kind

digging, one on top of the other, water everywhere. 
Now it wasn’t a hole, it was a cavern! The chipmunk 
was nowhere to be seen, and the dogs were in mud 
heaven. Richard, our pristine award-winning puppy, 
had no idea what he was doing, just following the 
leaders and mooshing about.

Now the driveway needed a major repair, so I 
hauled in a full barrel of heavy road gravel and rough 
stone. That stuff defies shovelling and hardens like 
concrete. Much to the dogs’ disgust, I dug out the 
edges and patched the whole thing with heavy rock 
and all the gravel I could dump in there. “Done like 
dinner,” I thought.

And who watched all this? Yes, the chipmunk! Not 
ten minutes after I finished, the devious little thing 
ran through the flowers and clean up that drainpipe, 

sending Diva once again into frenzy. Now she had 
Richard barking too, with not a clue what the fuss was 
about, but the barking was obviously fun.

I was confident the driveway was now secure, 
and all would be good. It was still looking good in 
the evening, so I figured I’d won. Well, the very next 
morning, I went out to find the hole was open again! 
And right in the same place. How could that little 
chipmunk dig from under the porch at least ten feet 
into the driveway, not leave any mess, just the hole 
to mock my best efforts to deter it?

Okay, chipmunk, I’m letting you have Round One 
as a testament to your ingenuity, but by golly, if I trip 
in that hole, you will be looking at the working end 
of a live trap and decamping deep into the forest.

by Glenda Jones
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Your Local, Canadian, Natural Health Food Store and so much more!
106 WILSON ST. W. PERTH, ON 613.267.5409                foodsmiths.com

FULL SERVICE
DELI

ECO FRIENDLY
FILL STATION

SPECIALTY &
ALTERNATIVE 

HUGE SELECTION
OF CHEESE

HUNDREDS OF
BULK ITEMS

LOCAL & 
CANADIAN MEAT

FRESH LOCAL
PRODUCE

LARGE HEALTH/ 
BEAUTY SECTION

IN STORE BAKERY 
& DAIRY SECTIONB B B

B B B
B B B

KICK OFF
SUMMER
WITH THE 

FOODS
YOU 
LOVE

in our store...

BOW TIE PASTA 
ONE OF OUR FROM-SCRATCH 
STORE-MADE SALADS IN OUR DELI

FREE COFFEE
SATURDAY 
& SUNDAY
SIP N’ SHOP

WEEKLY FLYER 
WITH  GREAT 

SALES ON OUR 
WEBSITE

(OUR SECRET
RECIPE)

Tickets available at:
• Special Greetings, 8 Russell St. E., Smiths Falls (cash/debit/voucher)

• smithsfallstheatre.com (Visa/Mastercard/Paypal)
• By Phone - 613-283-2244 (Visa/Mastercard/voucher)

• At the Door - 1/2 hour before performance (cash/debit/voucher)
53 Victoria Avenue, Smiths Falls

The Smiths Falls Community Theatre Presents

Directed by Maria Fournier & Lewis Koluk
Maggie’s Getting Married is staged by arrangement with Pam Winter, GGA,

www.ggagency.ca. June 2024

June 14, 15 & 20, 21, 22 at 7:30 pm
Sun Matinees 

June 16 & 23 at 2:00 pm

• Adult $24   • Student (with ID) $10
Group rates available for 15 or more for same performance - 

call for details 
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Almonte Readers & Writers (ARW) is getting into the 
fundamentals, with community events and educa-
tional opportunities for readers and writers scheduled 
throughout June. 

On Wednesday, June  12, at Equator Coffee in 
Almonte starting at 6:30pm, ARW presents a con-
versation with author Margaret Macpherson about 
the themes of her new book Tracking the Caribou 
Queen: Memoir of a Settler Girlhood (2022, NeWest 
Press) — an honest and challenging account about her 
formative years in Yellowknife in the ’60s and ’70s. In 
her book, Margaret takes a sustained look at her own 
white privilege, and how her childhood was shaped 
by the colonialism and systemic racism that contin-
ues today. Moderated by local community organizer 
and writer, Sarah Kerr, the conversation will explore 
how white Canadians wrestling with their place in 
the reconciliation process can consider the nature of 
institutional racism, and how one of the first steps of 
healing is recognising culpability and taking responsi-
bility. Admission is pay-what-you-can and available in 
advance via Tickets Please <TicketsPlease.ca>.

On Saturday, June 15, at the Mississippi Mills Public 
Library from 10–11:30am, ARW presents its first 
Family Focus Books for Kids events featuring guest 
authors Amanda West Lewis and Kerry Lyn Sparrow, 
with fun activities for the whole family! Kicking things 
off, Kerry Lyn Sparrow, author of The Couch Potato 
and Sleep, Sheep! will read her books aloud, chat 
about what it’s like to write your own stories, and give 
a simple writing challenge that sparks imagination 
and creativity. Kerry’s books are aimed at children 
from preschool to age 7, and her stories use humour 
to explore everyday experience. Next up, Amanda 

Writing Fundamentals
West Lewis, the author of many wonderful books 
for children, will read from her newly released book 
called A Planet is a Poem. Written for kids ages 7–12, 
this latest work celebrates the vastness of space and 
brings its curious objects to life. Then Amanda will get 
everyone’s creativity buzzing with a fun and engaging 
poetry workshop for adults and kids alike! No charge 
to participate, this is a fun book-filled morning for 
anyone who loves to read.

Finally, in support of the Lanark Lit short story 
writing competition (details below), ARW is organ-
izing a Short Story Writing 101 workshop, facilitated 
by writer Cian Cruise. Aimed at beginners but open to 
anyone looking for a refresher, this workshop will take 
place online over two days (Thursdays, June 20 and 27) 
from 6:30–8:30pm. Pre-registration is required — pay-
what-you-can via Tickets Please. Looking ahead to July, 
make note that ARW is excited to be partnering with 
the Mississippi Mills Youth Centre to present a two-
part Short Story Writing 101 workshop specifically 
for youth 18 and under, no charge to participate, on 
Thursdays, July 11 and 18, from 6:30–8:30pm.

And a reminder, ARW’s Lanark Lit — A Writing 
Competition is open for submissions! Seeking short 
works of fiction on any subject, by local writers of all 
ages hailing from Almonte, Carleton Place, Pakenham, 
Perth, Smith Falls, Arnprior, Carp, and all areas in 
between, this initiative is presented thanks to the 
funding support of the Elizabeth Kelly Foundation, 
with partial support from the Municipality of Missis-
sippi Mills. The competition deadline is September 30, 
2024, and winners will each receive a prize of $200!

For more information about these and other ARW 
initiatives, visit <almontereadersandwriters.org>.

Spend your 2024 Canada Day and Canada Day Eve 
in Mississippi Mills! With activities for all ages in 
Almonte and Pakenham, you will not run out of things 
to do. Kick off your celebrations in Pakenham on 
Canada Day Eve as the Pakenham branch of the Royal 
Bank hosts their annual BBQ, beginning at 4:30pm. 
At 6pm, go to the Stewart Community Centre for 
kids’ activities, including bouncy castles and face 
painting by the Mississippi Mills Youth Centre, while 
the parade floats line up. 

The parade will start at 7pm sharp with a variety 
of Canada Day themed floats. Following the parade, 
head to the Community Centre for entertainment 
with Mike Ryan in the arena. Don’t forget to stop by 
the Pakenham Firehall for their BBQ. The evening will 
end at dusk with an amazing firework show!

On July 1, start your day off at 10am with a delicious 
pancake breakfast at the Pakenham Firehall, then head 
to Almonte for the day. Spend some time downtown 
exploring the unique collection of shops and restau-
rants, and enjoy live music from 11am to 2pm. 

Celebrate Canada Day
in Mississippi Mills!

The festivities continue in Gemmill Park at 3:30pm 
with a family BBQ and musical performances. Kids’ 
activities include bouncy castles, face painting by 
the Mississippi Mills Youth Centre, make-your-own 
t-shirt with JB Arts, crafts, games and more! Begin-
ning at 4pm juggler and unicyclist Jean-Guy will be 
displaying his skills.

The live entertainment on the Canada Day stage 
begins at 3:30pm with an exciting lineup of local bands. 
Be the Band, Amber Humby, Colby Drummond, Jerry 
Lee, Kentucky, Country Club, and The Eh Team will 
all be performing.

At 6pm the Opening Ceremonies will take place 
on the stage with a welcome by Mayor Lowry, flag 
raising by the Almonte Legion, and a performance by 
members of the Almonte Legion Pipe Band. 

The 2024 Mississippi Mills Canada Day Celebra-
tions will end at dusk with another legendary fireworks 
display. For more information, contact the Recreation 
& Culture Department at 256–2064 or email <events@
mississippimills.ca>. 



On Saturday May 11 amid rainy skies 
and an abundance of anticipations, Zion 
Memorial United Church launched their 
3rd annual Celebration of Indigenous 
Culture and Art for Aid fundraiser in Car-
leton Place. The event encompassed the 
grounds of the church along with the 
Carleton Place Library to showcase an 
array of authentic hand-made goods, tra-
ditional games, authors, cultural teach-
ings, an educational medicine table and 
more. The event was opened at 10am 
with a blessing by Grandmother Fran-
cine Desjardins, and the Lanark County 
Drummers drew the people together with 
beautiful traditional songs and drumming 
throughout the day.

In attendance were 16 vendors selling 
their wonderful items, and inside, a 
jam-packed beading workshop by Kelly 
Nahwegahbow of The Beading Drum. 
The Moosehide Campaign pins were 
distributed liberally to all who wished 
to support an effort to eradicate vio-
lence against Indigenous women and 
girls. Legacy of Hope Foundation pro-
vided an information tent where they 
shared knowledge about the impacts of 
residential schools. Ruth Richardson’s 
powerful Red Dress display greeted 
everyone entering the grounds with a 
sobering reminder of the importance of 
acknowledging missing and murdered 
Indigenous women and girls. Indigenous 
authors Judii Merle and KD Beckett were 
in attendance at the library sharing their 

impressive writings to the delight of all 
who attended their readings. Pam Hart 
brought the amazing Witness Blanket 
that educates about residential school 
survivors. 

Art for Aid raised nearly $940.00 that 
will support next year’s shipments of art 
supplies and land-based learning equip-
ment for remote Indigenous schools. A 
brilliant highlight in the day was the arrival 
of 10-year-old Avira Jeyaruban from St. 
James Catholic School Global Learning 
Centre in Mississauga with a box of art 
supplies collected from the students at the 
school. Her wonderful parents made the 
long trip so Avira could fulfi ll her wish to 
support Indigenous youth through access 
to some wonderful art supply donations. 
This level of engagement is so inspiring. 
Thank you, Avira!

Kudos to a most amazing organiz-
ing committee, consisting of Reverend 
David Sherwin, Helen Larson, Carol 
Dowdall, Andrew Valley (ex offi cio), 
Doreen Parker, Ruth Richardson (Zion 
Memorial United Church), Colleen Gray 
(Art for Aid), Lisa Garrett (American 
Sign Language Interpreter), and Heidi 
Sinnett (Carleton Place Library). We are 
deeply grateful to the Town of Carleton 
Place, Rental Village, Bean Chevrolet 
Buick GMC Corvette, and Tim Horton’s 
Carleton Place for their very generous 
support of this event. A big thanks also 
to Emilia Prus who volunteered her 
photographic expertise to capture our 

shining moments. An event of this size 
and scope takes many months of work 
and has many moving parts to contend 
with so having this support really helped 
us to bring things together cohesively.

The foundation of this annual event 
is to build bridges of reconciliation and 
education between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous people locally, serving 
to educate and invite awareness of both 
the victories and the existing barriers for 
Indigenous people in Canada.

This event is a primary fundraising 
vehicle for Art for Aid. Art for Aid ships 
new and gently used art supplies from 
September to May to remote Indigenous 
schools and has been operating since 
2013. The entire project is volunteer run 
and the program is free to schools. If 
you would like to know more or want 
to help this fall when shipments begin 
again, please visit www.artforaid.ca. Our 
online Shopify store is available to sell 
our beautiful fundraising items all year 
long with proceeds supporting this effort. 
To shop visit www.artforaidshop.ca. To 
donate shipping and operation dollars to 
Art for Aid please visit our host agency 
at www.ilfp.ca and select Art for Aid in 
the donation’s drop-down menu. Donors 
are issued charitable receipts in February. 

If you are a business and would like to 
sponsor this important event next year, 
please contact us. If you would like to 
be involved in next year’s committee or 
would like to volunteer, we would gladly 

welcome you as this event gets bigger 
each year and we begin planning in the 
fall. Are you a local Indigenous maker 
who would like a table at next year’s 
event? Please contact Helen Larson at 
hglarsin@gmail.com.

We are all beyond grateful to the won-
derful volunteers who dedicated their 
time and effort into making this event a 
brilliant success. We truly could not do 
this without them. We hope you will join 
us next year for another celebration of 
Indigenous culture and learning! 

Chi miigwetch! Thank you all! 
Baamaapii! See you next year!
— Colleen Gray,
  Artist and Art for Aid Founder

The 3rd Annual Celebration of
Indigenous Culture in Carleton Place
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By Sue Brandum
Climate Network Lanark seems to have recognized a pressing 
need! We had a sold-out crowd for our residential Solar Workshop 
at the end of April. And we’re all glowing from the phenomenal 
response to our full day Electrify Lanark Forum, accidentally 
scheduled for the long weekend! Despite that (it’s what happens 
when you make your plans in the depths of winter), we drew 
fabulous participants from across the whole of Eastern Ontario, 
from Peterborough through Ottawa and Kingston and through 
to the far east, and even from Hamilton! To put it mildly, we are 
amazed but delighted that there is such a high demand for this 
sort of information.

Watch this space in the very supportive Humm for our reports on the 
information that came out of the Forum, on how planning for greater 
electrification does not have to be the crisis it’s been presented as, and 
on how Lanark County and its citizens can take advantage, in fact invest, 
in the grid greening that is underway.

For now though, we’re turning our attention back to the individual 
workshops we have planned to help residents electrify their lives and 
their homes. Please see the information at the end for how to get your 
free tickets. We ask that you register in advance so we can manage 
numbers and registrants. 

Electric Vehicles and Electric Bikes
On Saturday, June 8 at the Almonte Library and Farmers Market, Ray 
Leury and Mike Banks from The Electric Vehicle Council of Ottawa 
will present “Busting the 10 Myths of EVs” (there is a lot of misinforma-
tion flying around). They and their colleagues will bring also EVs that 

How to Electrify Your Life and Home
people can take for test drives. As a special feature, 
local Lanark County area EV owners and drivers, 
including moi, will have their vehicles there and can 
answer questions. That’s not all — Jeff Mills is col-
laborating to bring in Electric Bikes. This promises 
to be a great event. 

Hot Water Heating Systems
Learn about them on Thursday, June 20 in Smiths 
Falls. Drain water heat recovery is now mandated 
in new houses, but just what is it? What’s the big 
deal with heat pump hot water systems? What’s the 
experience with instantaneous systems? Making water 
hot is typically the second largest energy expense in a 
house. What are the best and most economical ways 
to get off oil, natural gas and propane 
water heating and shift over to more 
efficient electric ways? 

Heat Pumps
Aside from a special opportunity to 
see the new Beckwith Town Hall — 
which is heated with heat pumps 
— on Thursday, September 19 you 
will have an opportunity to learn just about all there 
is to know about residential heat pumps. Bring your 
questions to put to our expert. Learn how a heat pump 
works, how it exchanges heat, how it is used for both 
heating and cooling, why it’s more efficient and more 
cost-effective than gas, about financial assistance, and 
how it lowers your carbon footprint.

Home Resilience and Avoiding 
an Electrical Panel Upgrade
The Climate Crisis is here and now. On Thursday, 
September 26 in Carleton Place, this workshop will 
review the top-of-mind actions we can take to protect 
our homes and properties from severe weather events 
such as high winds, floods, droughts, and heat ex-
tremes. Also, adding more electric devices can in-
crease demands on your electrical panel. But there 
are some ways to potentially avoid this.

Indoor Electric Appliances 
and Induction Stoves
Burning fossil fuels indoors is proving to be a major 
health concern, not just a climate problem. On Sat-

urday, October 5 (at a location 
to be determined) we’ll explore 
this and look specifically at how 
to choose an induction stove. 
We’re planning some fun with 
this one. Stay tuned.

These workshops are free, 
courtesy of the Perth and Dis-
trict Community Foundation. 

But please register by getting a ticket at <climate-
networklanark.ticketsplease.ca>. Given the demand 
for our last two events, we encourage you to get your 
ticket soon!

For more information about Climate Network 
Lanark, please visit <climatenetworklanark.ca>.

by Sue Brandum
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EVERY SUNDAY
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In Riverfront Park Almonte
Thursday Evening June 20th

Gathering: 6 p.m.

• Indigenous Ceremony, drumming singing
• Rhythm & Song! Community Choir
• Jingle Dancing
• Algonquin Craft making
• Inuit Games
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Open Mike
Calling local musicians

Vendors of crafts and finger 
foods welcome

Please register describing your 
contribution to this celebration:
mm.allmyrelations@gmail.com

Merrickville

Rowland Leather        
613.355.0736       rowlandleather.ca
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What Now, Lanark County is on the road again and 
sponsoring a bus trip from Lanark County to Barry’s 
Bay on Friday, June 28. This event features a discussion 
by notable panelists Pamela Cross, Kirsten Mercer 
and Erin Lee, focusing on the work done, ongoing 
efforts, and future initiatives to end violence against 
women. It will culminate with a discussion and vigil 
at the stone pebble monument, a poignant tribute to 
the victims of gender-based violence.

The bus departs at 12:30pm from the Carleton Place 
Arena, and will stop to pick people up at the Almonte 
Civitan Hall, in Pakenham, Arnprior and Eganville. 
Seats are limited (first-come, first-served) and available 
by donation, collected on the bus. Reserve your seat 
by emailing <whatnowlanarkcounty@gmail.com>.

What Now Lanark County reached out to Pamela 
Cross, a renowned feminist lawyer and advocate who 
participated in the inquest into the 2015 triple femicide 
of Carol Culleton, Anastasia Kuzyk and Nathalie 
Warmerdam in Renfrew County, Ontario. Pamela 
served as an expert witness at the inquest and was 
appointed to the Ontario Domestic Violence Death 
Review Committee in 2023. Here are her thoughts:

Can you provide an overview of the work un-
dertaken by the Domestic Violence Death Review 
Committee (DVDRC) since its inception?

Pamela Cross: The job of the DVDRC is to review 
all domestic homicide related deaths to identify where 
systemic changes could prevent such deaths in the 
future. Over its 20 years of operation, the commit-
tee has reviewed hundreds of such deaths, including 
deaths of children. Its recommendations — of which 
there have been hundreds — have led to some, but not 
enough, changes to the various systems that respond to 
intimate partner violence (IPV). In 2023, the DVDRC 
expanded both its membership and scope to better 
reflect the realities of the province’s population and 
of intimate partner violence.

What are some of the key accomplishments or 
findings that have emerged from the DVDRC’s in-
vestigations into domestic violence-related deaths?

The DVDRC has established 41 risk factors for lethal-
ity in situations of intimate partner violence, which are 
now relied on across Canada when risk assessments are 
being done. Of those, two stand out in particular: a prior 
history of violence and a pending or recent separation. 
Understanding these risk factors can lead to improved 
safety planning for potential victims. Another key 
finding is that almost all domestic violence homicides 
are both predictable and preventable. In other words, 
these are deaths that should not happen.

As we approach the second anniversary of the 
86 recommendations to stop intimate partner 
violence, could you outline some of the significant 
steps taken by the Government of Ontario in 
response to these recommendations?

Unfortunately, the provincial government has failed 
to respond meaningfully to most of the recommen-
dations. It outright rejected the recommendations 
intended to increase government accountability and 

transparency in its responses to intimate partner 
violence, which has been very disappointing. However, 
in recent weeks, the government has indicated its 
willingness to support Bill 173, a private member’s 
bill introduced by the NDP to declare IPV to be an 
epidemic in Ontario.

Can you highlight any success stories or posi-
tive outcomes resulting from the inquest recom-
mendations?  

One of the most positive outcomes of the inquest 
has been the extent to which communities across the 
province have engaged with the work to see the recom-
mendations implemented. This shows an incredible 
commitment by people everywhere in Ontario to take 
steps to improve responses to IPV and, ultimately, to 
end gender-based violence. In particular, led by Lanark 
County, almost 100 municipalities have declared IPV to 
be an epidemic in their communities. Community-based 
collaboration and coordination in responding to IPV is 
on an increase, more municipalities are including gender-
based violence in their community safety and well-being 
plans (something Lanark County did long ago), and 
public education at the community level is increasing. 

How has the government collaborated with 
community organizations and stakeholders to 
address intimate partner violence effectively?

The government does not collaborate adequately 
with community organizations and stakeholders. 
This is one of the reasons why many of us are calling 
for a reinstatement of the VAW Roundtable, created 
during Kathleen Wynne’s government — it would 
ensure an ongoing dialogue between stakeholders, 
community-based experts and government during 
the development of policy.

Pamela’s words resonate deeply as we prepare 
for this important event. The journey from Lanark 
County to Barry’s Bay is not just a physical one but 
also a symbolic act of solidarity and commitment 
to ending violence against women. Join What Now 
Lanark County on June 28 to listen, learn, and be 
part of the change. This is a public event and all 
family, friends and supporters are welcome. If 
you would like to make alternate arrangements 
for travel to Barry’s Bay, please reserve a spot at 
Eventbrite (search for Because of You).

Because of You…
Commemorating and Celebrating
the Work to End Violence Against Women

Lawyer and advocate Pamela Cross
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By Rona Fraser
Here are some facts that regular Humm 
readers know:

1. Summers are busy in our small towns, so 
you had better check the Humm calen-
dar’s Claiming Column before booking 
any trips. After all, when it comes to 
fantastic events, you want to be the one 
excitedly gushing about them, not the 
one glumly replying “Oh… I was out of 
town then…”

2. Reading theHumm as soon as it’s available 
helps you to remember that event you 
read about last issue but forgot to add to 
your schedule.

3. You have expert knowledge on local artists 
and musicians from their start, so you can 
say “I remember seeing her at Stewart Park 
Festival, and now she’s won a JUNO!” or 
“Did you know that guy got his start in 
Almonte, and now he performs on TV 
and at the Met?!” (More on that story in 
a moment.)
Here’s another insider tip for you: There 

are some events that sell out particularly 
quickly, so the earlier you learn tickets are 
available, the more likely you can go on the 
date you want (e.g. Christmas shows) or 
experience that one-night-only performance 
(e.g. an evening show at Puppets Up!).

Downtown Almonte’s Puppets Up! festival 
is well known throughout the Valley and 
beyond, having entertained large audiences 
every August from 2005 to 2016, and then 
being reborn as a biennial festival in 2022. 
Some youth who enjoyed the festival’s early 
days now return to the tents with their own 
kids in tow! Many entertainers have made 
return visits as well, and this year we are 

The Early Reader Gets the Puppet
Insider Tips About Adult-Only Shows at Puppets Up!

thrilled to announce the return of 
Ben Durocher. If you attended our 
inaugural festival, you may remember 
a couple of teenagers performing a 
puppet show in a small tent at Thoburn 
Mill, free to passers-by. Ben and Steffi 
D’s show drew attention and laughter 
and a hearty invitation to return as one 
of the ten main puppet troupes of 2006. 
They performed Johnny’s Midnight Ad-
venture and… yada yada yada, Ben is 
now a member of the Screen Actors 
Guild and has worked everywhere 
from Avenue Q to Disney Cruises to 
the Metropolitan Opera, and yes… 
someone even told him “how to get, 
how to get to Sesame Street!” He has 
even won a Daytime Emmy!

Now, I’m not saying that Almonte 
and Puppets Up! are responsible for 
Ben’s meteoric rise from fun, small-
town boy to actor/puppeteer of stage 
and screen; some other things may have 
played a part. After all, there was his 
childhood fascination with puppetry, 
his father’s production experience and 
confidence in his son (which got Ben a spot in 
renowned puppeteer Noreen Young’s puppet-
making class, even though he was under the 
official age limit), his education at Canterbury 
and BFA in musical theatre, and of course 
Ben’s overall enthusiasm and great talent.

Some of you may be a little curious about 
the “yada yada yada” part, between 2006 
and present day. Well you are the readers 
that this insider report is for! Ben Duro-
cher will be spending one night with us, to 
reminisce and share stories and songs from 
his travels, so get your tickets ASAP! Visit 

<ticketsplease.ca> and scroll through the 
many upcoming events to find A Canadian 
in New York on August 9. Or just go directly 
to <puppetsup.ticketsplease.ca> so you won’t 
forget what you came for.

NOTE: For those of you unfamiliar with 
the evenings of Puppets Up!, the night-time 
shows are for adults only. Don’t tell your 
kids… but these can be raunchy shows with, 
um, naughty words, so best leave the young 
ones at home. 

While you are there, you’d better get 
tickets for the Live from Almonte — the 
Saturday Night Cabaret, a Puppets Up! 

Saturday night tradition! Consider 
this: all day long, festival perform-
ers are entertaining children. This is 
great — kids are the primary audience 
— but it also means all the adults are 
taking care to watch their Ps and Qs… 
and Fs and Ss and double entendres 
and… well, you get the drift. So on 
Saturday night, puppeteers are invited 
to show off some of their “adult” ma-
terial, whether it be raunchy humour 
or simply something they don’t think 
kids would appreciate. It is fun, it can 
go off the rails, and this is the only 
time you will get to experience all of 
this under one roof.

Years later you’ll find yourself 
reminiscing with other attendees 
about “that one with the fly puppet 
and the lightbulb… so simple and yet 
so hilarious,” or maybe “when you 
were so mesmerized by these three 
youngsters operating two puppets 
between them, that it took you a 
while to realize the teenaged voice 
of one puppet (Ben Durocher) was 

singing The Internet is for Porn!” To dis-
cover what weirdness awaits this year, get 
your tickets now for the 2024 Puppets Up! 
Cabaret, playing on August 10 only! The 
cabaret generally sells out quickly, so best 
buy your tickets now at <ticketsplease.com>

Tickets for these Puppets Up! adult 
evening shows at the Almonte Old Town 
Hall — A Canadian in New York (Ben Du-
rocher) on Friday, August 9;  and Live from 
Almonte — the Saturday Night Cabaret on 
Saturday, August 10 — each costing $35 plus 
fees, can also be found via the Tickets button 
at <puppetsup.com>.

Pass the salt…? The incomparable (and hilarious) 
Joshua Holden returns to perform at Live from Almonte 

— the Saturday Night Puppet Cabaret on August 10
as part of this year’s Puppets Up! Festival.
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ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH

The Beauty 
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 Summer Night

25 GORE ST W, PERTH, ON K7H 2L9

VOXCHOIRS.COM | @VOXCHOIRS 

ADMISSION BY DONATION
CASH AT THE DOOR

featuring St Paul's United Church Senior Choir

The Annual Meeting for
ConnectWell Community Health

will take place at 3:00PM on June 25, 2024
at 30 Bennett Street, Carleton Place.

The meeting will focus on essential business, including Board 
elections, appointing an auditor for the 2024/25 fiscal year,

and reviewing financial statements.
We are pleased to welcome local writer and educator Calvin Neufeld 
as our guest speaker for this event. Calvin will speak to social justice 

and equity in health care.   
Members of the public are welcome to attend.

Please contact Becky Walker at bwalker@connectwell.ca
for more information or to register. 
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Mark your calendars for an unforgettable experience at 
the Killaloe Craft Fair, taking place from August 9–11 
in the enchanting natural amphitheatre of the Wilno 
Hills. This year’s fair promises to be a celebration of 
creativity, community and nature like no other.

For over five decades the Killaloe Craft Fair has 
been a beloved local staple, originating from the 
vibrant artistic community of the area. It has grown 
into a unique event that blends the best of arts, crafts, 
music and family-friendly activities in a picturesque 
setting. It exudes a friendly community vibe, where 
visitors can connect with local artisans and friends 
meet up to dance under the stars.

The entertainment lineup this year is stellar, featur-
ing performances that will get everyone on their feet. 
Lined up for the main stage is dynamic group Dystoh, 
the reggae-inspired sounds of Reggaddiction, the lively 
rhythms of Ska Soundsystem, and the groovy tunes 
of Zuffalo. This year’s event also includes a DJ set by 
three-time JUNO winner Bear Witness of the Halluci 
Nation and A Tribe Called Red. Each performance 
will be set against the stunning backdrop of the Wilno 
Hills, creating a magical atmosphere for all.

The fair is not just about music; it’s also a haven 
for arts and crafts enthusiasts. The fairgrounds will 
be bustling with booths showcasing handmade items, 
from intricate jewellery to beautiful pottery. Attendees 
can also participate in a variety of workshops, includ-
ing drumming circles, astrology sessions, and guided 
forest walks. There’s even a children’s dress-up parade, 
making it a fun-filled event for the whole family.

Throughout the day, the stage will be teeming with 
local talent, providing continuous entertainment and 

The Killaloe Craft Fair
Save the Date for this Celebration of Music & Art

showcasing the diverse artistry of the community. 
When it comes to food, the fair boasts an array of 
booths offering delicious, locally-sourced options to 
satisfy every craving.

#VanLifers and camping enthusiasts will be pleased 
to know that vans and overnight camping are welcome, 
allowing visitors to fully immerse themselves in the 
fair’s vibrant atmosphere. Advance tickets are avail-
able online at <killaloefair.ca> or you can pay full 
price at the gate.

Don’t miss out on this unique festival experience 
that combines the best of music, arts, crafts, and 
community spirit in the breathtaking Wilno Hills. 
Save the date and join us for a weekend of unforget-
table memories!

The sights and sounds of the Pipes and Drums and 
Highland Dancing will be returning to the Town 
of Carleton Place on Sunday, June 23 beginning at 
noon. This tribute to the 100th Anniversary of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force will be held on the grounds 
adjoining the Captain A. Roy Brown Legion Branch 
192 building located at 177 George Street.

The Royal Canadian Air Force Pipes and Drums 
from Ottawa will take part in the Tattoo again this 
year, and as an added attraction, the 75 & 742 Youth 
Air Cadets Squadrons Band Programs and Highland 
Dancers from the National Capital Region will also 
be participating.

The Air Cadet Squadron Pipes and Drums will be 
included in the massed band performances. They will 
also perform during a 15-minute individual perfor-
mance that will include the Cadet Brass Reed Band 
and their Highland Dancers in a special “RCAF 100 
Years” show.

The Duty Band for the Tattoo will be the Com-
missioners Own OPP Pipes and Drums, and they 
will proudly wear the Ontario Provincial Police Tartan. 
They will perform individually as well as with two 
massed band performances. Other bands participating 

CP Legion Tattoo
in addition to the two Air Force bands will include 
the R.C.M.P. Pipe Band Ottawa and their Highland 
dancers, the Highland Mist Pipe Band from Ottawa, 
the Kemptville Legion Pipes and Drums, the Smiths 
Falls Gordon Pipe Band, the Almonte Legion Branch 
240 Pipe Band, the Sons of Scotland Pipe Band of 
Ottawa, the Ottawa Caledonian Pipes and Drums 
from Ottawa, and the MacEoin Ramsay Pipe Band. 
To add to this Scottish Heritage event, the Rosemary 
Breman Highland Dancers from Carleton Place will 
also perform.

Refreshments and BBQ food will be available 
throughout the afternoon in the backyard of the 
Legion grounds at a nominal cost. There will be no 
admission price, but a collection will be taken during 
the afternoon performances.

This event is a community event and the general 
public are cordially invited to enjoy some real Scot-
tish Heritage through the sights and sounds of the 
Pipes and Drums and Highland Dancers. The event 
will be held rain or shine and is being sponsored by 
TES (Tops Environmental Solutions) and the Town 
of Carleton Place. For more information, please visit 
<facebook.com/legionbranch192>.

Bring your tent or camper and spend the whole 
weekend of August 9–11 enjoying the laid-back vibe 

at this year’s Killaloe Craft Fair!
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The Ottawa Valley’s awesome Old School Bluegrass 
Camp <oldschoolcamps.com> is back and better 
than ever! This year’s week-long camp will feature a 
plethora of world-class bluegrass instructors teaching 
folks from all walks of life more about their bluegrass 
instruments and, more importantly, how to have a 
great time.

Local award-winning musicians Jenny Whiteley 
and Joey Wright have been organizing the camp for 
nine years now up in beautiful Lanark Highlands, 
and are looking forward to bringing it back from 
July 3–7. Instrument classes include guitar, fiddle, 
banjo (clawhammer and bluegrass styles), mandolin, 
upright bass, and songwriting. Purposefully limited 
enrollment and small, high-intensity daily classes 
provide an exceptional level of teaching, mentoring, 
and one-on-one instruction from highly accomplished 
bluegrass musicians. Learning how to perform with 
others in a band setting is a fundamental goal of 
this camp. Each student will be part of a group that 
rehearses through the week and performs on stage 
on the final night.

One of the main goals of these camps is to connect 
people, because bluegrass music is nothing without 
a strong sense of community. Spending focused time 
around other artists is one of the most important 
elements in developing as an artist yourself. When 
a budding musician sees that all the other artists at 
camp — whether other campers or the instructors 
themselves — are striving to improve, learn more, and 
gather knowledge, it inspires them to keep going, to 
keep learning, and to keep growing. Along with the 
more formal and scheduled components of camp, 
there are plenty of chances to learn from each other at 
jams and sessions. Even mealtimes can yield learning 
opportunities!

Not sure if you’re an experienced enough player? 
At Old School, rather than focusing on ability levels, 
participating campers are asked to bring high levels 
of enthusiasm. Class sizes are deliberately small so 
that instructors can teach to a variety of skill levels 
in each group. The more intimate numbers also allow 
for one-on-one lessons and sessions, which is a great 
bonus! However, Old School describes the minimum 
level of experience for any instrument as “strong 
beginner”, meaning that each camper should be able 
to move easily from chord to chord so as not to hold 

Old School Bluegrass Camp

others up when playing together as a group. If you 
are comfortable with six chords, you are probably 
good to go!

There are three kinds of camp registration: Camper, 
Companion, and Alumni. All registration types include 
on-site tent or trailer camping, heated showers, a 
permanent airy washroom with running potable water, 
three chef-made meals a day, snacks, coffee and tea. 
Below is a breakdown of the differences among them.

Campers pay $925 for the week and get to enjoy all 
group programming, individual lessons, band lab, in-
strument class, jams, concerts and meals. Companions 
($350), accompanying a Camper, can take part in all 
group programming, jams, concerts and meals (but 
not band lab, instrument classes or private lessons). 
Alumni ($350) attend independently and can take 
part in all group programming, jams, concerts, meals 
(no band lab, instrument classes or private lessons).

To register, or for more information and details 
about renting “glamping” options instead of traditional 
tent camping, please visit <oldschoolcamps.com>. 
If you aren’t quite ready for camp yourself, feel free 
to send the link to your musically-inclined buddies!

Carleton Place Tourism is excited to announce the 
return of its popular bike rental program at the Visitor 
Information Centre, located at 170 Bridge Street. 

“We’re thrilled to once again offer this service to 
both residents and visitors looking to explore the 
town by bike,” says Tourism Coordinator Rachael 
Heleniak. “Cycling is a healthy and refreshing way 
to experience our historic downtown district, cycle-
friendly businesses and scenic trails. An increasingly 
popular experience for day trippers!”  

“Here in Carleton place, the renowned Trans 
Canada Trail and Ottawa Valley Recreational Trail 
(OVRT) converge, offering traffic-free routes from 
the town centre. The extensive network of gravel 

Rent a Bike in Carleton Place
roads, single and double-track trails, and the Carleton 
Place Pump Track cater to riders of all skill levels and 
preferences,” adds Heleniak.   

The bike rental program features four teal cruiser-
style bicycles purchased from the local bike shop, 
Joe Mammas. Rates are set at $5 per hour, $10 for 
a half-day, and $20 for a full day, with helmets and 
locks included. Maps are available for free with your 
bike rental, at the Visitor Information Centre. This 
program is made possible through a partnership with 
the Town of Carleton Place. 

For more information on the Carleton Place bike 
rental program or to plan your cycling adventure, 
please visit <carletonplace.ca/cycling>.

Jenny Whiteley and Joey Wright are bringing their 
Old School Bluegrass Camp back again this year!



Every Sunday (except Jun 30) Head Over Heels (Acoustic Folk/Jazz/Rock, Gananoque) 5–8
Every Monday (except Jun 17) Monthly Musical Residency: Jon McClurg (Folk, Member of 

Turpin's Trail, Kingston) 5–8
Every Tuesday Eric Uren + Meghan Balogh (Guitar+Fiddle Folk/Roots, Westport) 5–8
Every Wed Wings 'n Tunes with Shawn McCullough (Country/Rock, Westport) 5–8
Sat Jun 1 Matt Dickson (Classic Rock Marathon Man! Perth) 5–8 
Thu Jun 6 Original Thursdays: Doug Didge Vanderhorden (Guitar/Piano Folk Rock, 

Kingston) 5–8
Fri Jun 7 Amanda Keeley Trio (Folk/Rock, Brockville) 5–8 
Sat Jun 8 Young Petty Stones: The Music of Neil Young, Tom Petty and The Rolling 

Stones 7–11 $85 + HST Dinner, Show + Donation to Westport Food Bank 
Thu Jun 13 Original Thursdays: Retro Kings (Classic Rock Quartet, Kingston) 5–8
Fri Jun 14 Tyler Kealey (Rock, Piano, Ottawa) 6–9
Sat Jun 15 Patio Music 5–8, weather depending
Mon Jun 17 Patrick Dorie + Andrew Ivens (Psychedelic Folk/Rock, Durham) 5–8
Thu Jun 20 Yuk Yuk's Comedy Night with Rob Pue, Rick Currie + The Hill 

Brothers 7–11 $80 + HST Dinner + Show
Fri Jun 21 Chris Murphy (East Coast/Folk, Member of Turpin's Trail) 5–8
Sat Jun 22 Patio Music 5–8, weather depending
Thu Jun 27 Original Thursdays: Jazz Night with Spencer Evans Trio 8–10 $10 Music Cover
Fri Jun 28 Matt Dickson (Classic Rock Marathon Man! Perth) 5–8 
Sat Jun 29 Patio Music 5–8, weather depending
Sun Jun 30 Pre-Canada Day Party — 80s Enuff: Kingston Premier Tribute to the 80s! 

7–11 $85 + HST Dinner, Show + Donation to Westport Food Bank
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In advance of his solo show Call Me Crazy, Arnprior 
artist Patrick John Mills sent in this interview about 
his art, his background and his distinctive venue.

Please introduce yourself.
My name is Patrick John Mills, and I am an abstract 

painter and poet. Having painted for more than 30 
years now, I’m fortunate to have my work featured in 
collections around the world. I’m also the owner of 
the Art Factory in Renfrew, Ontario. In 2016, I bought 
an old 10,384 square-foot factory on Renfrew’s main 
street and have been diligently working ever since to 
convert it into a unique space that includes an art 
gallery, art supply store, art studio, art classes, and 
venue rental.

Why did you decide to buy a dilapidated, con-
taminated factory?

Well, I guess some might call it a moment of 
madness! But in truth, I had a vision — a deep desire 
to create a space where art could flourish, and where 
community, creativity, and connection could be ex-
changed. It was a chance to share my love for art with 
others in a meaningful way.

Why have you never applied for grants or gov-
ernment funding?

The Art Factory is on track to become the largest 
independently owned, privately funded art centre in 
Canada. I wanted to make a statement that anything is 
possible with passion and dedication. I wanted to show 
that the “starving artist” is just a stereotype — being an 
artist can be a viable and rewarding professional career.

What has been your greatest obstacle in devel-
oping the Art Factory?

The challenges have been numerous. Initially, it was 
the bureaucratic red tape related to building permits. 
Then came the Covid pandemic with lockdowns and 
supply chain issues, skyrocketing building material 
costs, and a personal health crisis. Each obstacle 
seemed insurmountable at the time.

How did you overcome these challenges?
Persistence and love kept me going. I started the 

business just five weeks before the Covid lockdowns. 

Call Me Crazy
An Interview with Patrick John Mills

Every aspect of the business was a challenge, requir-
ing constant pivots and learning how to run a small 
business during a global pandemic. Despite these 
hurdles, the Art Factory art supply store became a 
surprising success, leading to the opening of two 
satellite locations: at the Carleton Place Gallery and 
at White Pine Books in Arnprior.

Cancer was another monumental challenge. In 
2020, I was diagnosed with two forms of cancer: 
melanoma and chronic lymphocytic leukemia. After 
surgery and four months of chemotherapy, my health 
was incredibly fragile. I battled pneumonia, contracted 
Covid, and spent months in and out of the hospital. 
I was admitted for 99 days, lost 86 pounds, spent 62 
days on life support, and 52 days in a coma. Love is 
what carried me through.

How did these experiences change you?
I discovered a profound new level of love — soul 

love. There I was, emaciated and depleted like a dis-
carded banana peel. My body was fully reliant on a 
ventilator, tracheostomy, feeding tube and catheter. I 
couldn’t speak or even stand. Yet my love Tanja was at 

my side for 12 to 14 hours every day, 
never missing one of those 99 days. 
And every day, her eyes were filled 
with love in a way that makes the ocean 
seem like a puddle. 

I want to extend my gratitude to both 
the Renfrew Victoria and Queensway-
Carleton Hospitals for their empathetic 
and personal care. In recognition, I 
donated six artworks as a token of my 
appreciation for their kindness and 
support during my health crisis.

How is the Art Factory progress-
ing?

The Art Factory is a massive project 
occupying a corner block on the main 
road. Phase 1, the Art Supply Store, is 
complete. Phase 2, the Warehouse for 
art classes and exhibitions, is also com-
plete. Phase 3 is about 80% finished. 
We have issued a Call for Proposal 
for a café/bistro to set up inside the 
main space and are waiting for the 

right business partners. The events, weddings, con-
certs and activities planned for the Art Factory will 
be significant. I need assistance because I can only 
handle so much on my own.

Your solo exhibition is titled Call Me Crazy. 
Why did you choose this title?

Throughout my life, I’ve often been labeled as 
“crazy” in the most disparaging way — even by people 
close to me. But I ask, am I crazy for dreaming? This 
exhibition is a celebration of the vision, passion, and 
dedication that make dreams come true. The way I see 
it, if you have a big dream, you had better be a little 
crazy — that’s how you make it happen.

Call Me Crazy runs from June 19 to August 17 
at the Art Factory, located at 11 Bridge Street 
in Renfrew. Exhibition hours are Wednesday to 
Saturday from 10am to 5pm, and you can meet the 
artist on June 22 from 10am to 5pm. For details, 
visit <liveloveartfactory.com> or call 299–1873.

Patrick John Mills prepares for his solo show at The Art Factory
in Renfrew. Call Me Crazy runs from June 19 to August 17,

and you can meet the artist on Saturday, June 22.
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